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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation, 


HE GHQ Air Force, with the 63rd 
Coast Artillery (Anti-aircraft) 
we" attached, concentrated in the 

Hamilton Field - March Field areas and 
conducted operations therein during the 
month of May, 1937. The Primary purpose 
of the exercise was to test the full- 
strength organization of the various 
units of the General Headquarters Air 
Force as set up in tentative test tables 
of organization. 

In planning for this exercise, it was 
apparent to Major General Frank M, 
Andrews, the Commanding General of the 
General Headquarters Air Force, that be- 
fore any real test of organization could 
be made it would first be necessary to 
assemble full strength units of all types 
of aviation assigned to the GHQ Air Force 
and then to operate them under conditions 
as nearly rs in those which might 
be expected in war. 

It was also apperent from the beginning 
that, although this was to be primarily 
a test of the soundness of organization, 
other characteristics, inherent in an air 
force which is capable of being at all 
times ready for immediate action, would 
also undergo test. Among these charac- 
teristivs are: high mobility; efficient 
supply; and proper training. 

he following units, composed and lo- 
cated as follows, engaged in the exer- 
cise: 


Advance Echelon, Ho. GHQ Air Force, at 
Max ch Field, Calir. 

may cers, co enlisted men, 8 air- 

planes of various types. 
Headguarters, 2nd Wing, at Hamilton 
Field, vet 

) cers, 25 enlisted men, 8 air- 
Planes of various types. 


Headquarters, lst Wing, at March Field 
Calif ESE Bs SEY ae St 
ll officers, 70 enlisted men, 2 air- 
Planes of various types. a 
on 


Headquarters and Headquarters § 

7th Rocharinant Group, at Fresno Calif 
13 officers, 81 enlisted man, 3 B-10B 
airplanes (Martin bi-motored Bombers). 


9th Bombardment S dron at Fresno,Calif. 
30 officer Gk enlisted men, 13 B-1OB 


airplanes (lartin bi-motored Bombers). 


oist ombardment Squadron at Stockton, 
alif, 


officers, 163 enlisted men, 13 B-l0OB 
airplanes (Martin bi-motored Bombers). 








THE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE EXERCISES 


Sond Bombardment Squadron at Merced, 


alit, 
30 officers, 163 enlisted men, 13 
B-10B airplanes (Martin bi-motored 
Bombers). 
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron 
ord NqA7703 Group at Bekerefield. Calif. 
oftticers, enlisted men, A- 
airplanes (Hor throp single engine 
attack). 
90th Attack Squadron, Bakersfield, Calif. 
50 officers, 177 enlisted men, 28 A-17 
airplanes (Northrop single engine 
attack). 
34th Attack Squadron at Visalia, gadite 
officers, enlisted men, A-17 
airplanes (Northrop single engine 
attack). 


13th Attack Squadron at Delana, Calif, 
oO officers, enlisted men, ~17 
airplanes (Northrop single engine 
attack). 


Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, 
Ist Soeentt Group at rT Dr oo Aare 
IS officers, 7 enlisted men, 5 PB-c 

airplanes (Consolidated bi-place 
Pursuit). , 

27th Pursuit Squadron at Muroc Dry Lake. 
OO Orficers, 123 enlisted men, Pe Pp-c 
airplanes (Consolidated bi-place 
Pursuit). 

94th Pursuit Squadron at Muroc Dry Lake. 
SO Officers, loo enlisted men, Pa P25 
airplanes (Boeing single seater Pursuit) 

55th suit soe geer at Muroc ir Lave. 

otiicers, enlisted men, <8 PS 

airplanes (Boeing single seater Pursuit) 

88th Reconnaissance Squadron at Hamilton 


Field, Calir 
J otticers, 88 enlisted men, 6 air- 
planes of various types. 

Hamilton Field Air Base. 

officers, enlisted men, miscella- 

neous airplanes. 

March Field Air Base 
24 Officers, 409 enlisted men, miscella- 
neous airplanes. 

63rd Coast Artillery (AA) at Muroc Dry 

@, cCalit, 
ee Officers, 600 enlisted men, .30 and 
-00 caliber machine guns, 3-inch AA 
guns, sound locators and searchliguts, 
In rough figures, the men and airplai'es 

engaged in this maneuver totalled 425 cr- 

ficers and flying cadets, 3400 enlisted 




















4 The Concentration: 


men and 260 airplanes. 
Since none of the 
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GHQ Air Force units stationed throughout 
the country were operating on a ful 
pep basis - some squadrons consist- 
ing of one flight, some of two flights - 
it was necessary to deplete all of the 
units not engaged to practically inopera-| 
tive status in order to bring the Bombard- 
ment, Pursuit and Attack Groups engaged 
in this exercise to full strength. Men 
and airplanes from Langley, Mitchel, 
Selfridge, Barksdale and the West Coast 
Air Bases were concentrated to accomplish 
this organization. The 88th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron was not brought up to full 
strength for several reasons, an import- 
ant one being that the GHQ Air Force re- 
connaissance squadrons are not yet equip-| 
ees with a standard type airplanc and no | 
rue test of organization could be attain- 
ed if a single squadron was required to 
operate and maintain the many 








departed from Barksdale Field on May lst, 


made a stop at March Field to take on 


ifferent | 


types with which these squadrons are at | 


present ountpeee.. 

The period May 1 to Mey 9 was devoted 
to the concentration. 

The combat airplanes, manned by their 
crews, converged on their operating air- 
dromes with great rapidity, most of them 
arriving at their destination within 48 
hours after departing from home stations. 
These units made daily flights during 
the remainder of the concentration period 
in order to familiarize themselves with 
the terrain over which they would be cp- 
erating during the ensuing few weeks. 

The ground echelon of technical person- 
nel and supplies was moved into the oper- 
ating area by air, rail and motor trans- 
peeuehecs and assembled much slower than 

he combat airplanes and crews... 

A provisional Air Transport Squadron, 
composed of 11 Douglas and two Lockheed 
Transport airplanes, comprised the air 
transport component for the grgune echel- 
on, s there were.an insufficient nun- 
ber of air transports in the Army Air 
Corps to bring the ground echelon into 
the maneuver area in a single trip, it 
was necessary to operate an airplane 
shuttle service back and forth across 
th: country until the last man and the 
last item of supplies were landed at the 
maneuver airdromes, This shuttle ser- 
vice occupied the period, May lst to 
10th. The crews of some of these Trans- 
port planes flew as many as 100 hours in 
ten days. The Air Transport Squadron 
was inactive from the completion of the 
concentration to the start of the evacua- 
tion on May 22nd. In the interim, some 
of the Transport planes were released to 
their home’ stations while others were . 
turned over to the March and Hamilton 
Field Air Bases to provide air transport 
service between the Air Bases and the 
outlying airdromes: during the tactical 
period, Soe 

Recalling memories of World War days, 
@ troop train carrying men and supplies 





| 


| 
| 


additional passengers, and discharged 
its load at Muroc, Bakersfield, Delano 
and Fresno, 

All men and supplies not transported 
by air or rail were moved to their man- 
euver stations by motor convoy. This 
mode of transportation was used for the 
comparatively short hauls between the 
West Coast bases and the dispersed air- 
dromes, : 2 

The Operating Period. 

Tactical Operations began on May 10th 
and ended on May 2lst. Each unit engag- 
ed in the exercise was assigned to either 
the defending force or the attacking 
force. 

The opposing units consisted of: 





lst W Defending Force) 
st Wing Headquarters located at March 
Field. 


lst Pursuit Group located at Muroc 
Lake (all Squadrons). 

63rd Coast Artillery (Anti-aircraft), 
located at Muroc Lake. - 

The March Field Air Base. 


end Wi Attacking Force) 
end Wang Headquarters located at 


Hamilton Field. ; 
7th Bombardment Group with squadrons 
located at Fresno, Merced and Stockton, 


ed at Bakersfield, Delanc and Visalia. 
88th Reconnaissance Squadron located 
at Hamilton Field. 

The Hamilton Field Air Base. 

The Advance Echelon of Headquarters, 
GHQ Air Force, was not an operating 
agency during the tactical period. It 
did, however, prescribe the situations 
in order to control the operations and 
direct them along lines which would as- 
sure that maximum benefit could be de- 
rived from the short time available. The 
issuance of all detailed orders and in- 
structions, the tactical employment of 
all weapons, and all other necessary de- 
tails were left to Wing and subordinate 
commanders. Copies of all such orders 
and instructions were furnished to Head- 
Gea tere, GHQ Air Force, with minimm 


elay. 


to be the City of Los Angeles, with its 
airplane factories, docks, harbors and 
other facilities. 
as the defended area because it offered 


and chemical operations. Targets repre- 
senting the facilities and installations 
of this metropolis were outlined with 
at these objectives that the opposing 


tacks, 
Additiomal bombardment targets were 





geneeuet on Great Salt Lake, Utah, where 4 
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Srd Attack Group with Squadrons locat- . 


Muroc Dry Lake and vicinity was assumed 


This site was selected 
the opportunity to conduct actual bombing 


lime on the sands of the Lake, and it was 
Bombardment directed the force of its at- 























few of the bombardment attacks were di- 
rected. ' 

The 63rd Coast Artillery (AA) was dis- 
posed in the vicinity of the town of 
Murnc. These anti-aircraft defenses and 
the Pursuit encampment were targets for 
the opposing attack aviation. 

Of noteworthy interest on the defensive 
side was the part played by the Califor- 
nia Edison Company in manning the air in- 
telligence net, An air intelligence net 
consists of a series of observation. posts 
manned by ground observers located at 
considerable distances from the object 
of enemy air attacks. As enemy planes 
move into the intelligence net, ground 
observers report the location, number 


as much as 15 hours in a single day. 
Some missions were performed during day- 
light while others involved night opera- 
tions. All sorts of weather conditions 
were encountered, 

Valuable lessons were learned about 
each of the following subjects: 

Tactical employment of Bombardment, 
Pursuit and Attack Aviation, 

Coordinated Bombardment and Attack 
aviation, 

Coordinated Pursuit and Anti-aircraft 
action, 

Bombing proficiency, 

Aerial gunnery proficiency, using 
camera guns, 

Pursuit interception, 

Illumination of Bombardment aircraft 


and type of airplanes, their altitude, di-by Coast Artillery searchlights to as- 


rection of flight and the time they are 
observed. This information is rushed by 
the quickest means of communication avail- 
able to the defense forces who prepare to 
engage the approaching planes before they 
can strike the target. Due to the short- 
age Of army personnel and to the lack of 
funds with which to set up the elaborate 
communications net necessary to get com- 
plete coverage for the defended area, the 
defending force called upon the Califor- 
nia Edison for assistance and received 
an enthusiastic response. The complete 
facilities of this Company were put at 
the disposal of the defending forces; 
many special wires were laid, and obser- 
vation posts were manned by Company em- 
ployees who telephoned vital position ge- 
ports of the attacking aircraft to the 
commander at Muroc Lake. This coopera- 
tion was rendered without expense to the 
government and served to illustrate a 
procedure which will be followed in ac- 
tual warfare. Tomorrow's aircraft will 
strike with such startling rapidity that 
the successful defense of our vital 

areas will depend largely upon the assis- 
tance of this kind which patriotic citi- 
zens can render. 

As a double check, to insure that the 
defending force received warning of an 
approaching attack, each combat unit or 
single airplane of the attacking force 
reported its position by radio as it en- 
tered the area covered by the net. 

Aerial camera guns were used in lieu 
of machine guns. Smoke screens were 
laid to reduce the effectiveness of the 
anti-aircraft fire against the attacking 
forces of Bombardment aviation. Lime 
water and tear gas were used to teach 
the ground forces how to protect them- 
selves from gas attacks. 

All of the problems were designed to 
conform to actual war methods as far as 
conditions would permit. Two four-hour 
periods out of each 24 hours were the 


sist Pursuit interception, 

Proficiency of Attack Aviation in neu- 
tralization of anti-aircraft artillery 
by use of smoke and chemicals. 

Effects of gas on morale, 

Effects upon efficiency of personnel 
when wearing gas masks, 

Gas alarm systen, 

Airdrome defense, 

Practicability of extent of Air Intel- 
ligence Net, 

Combat Intelligence training, 

Illumination of Bombardment targets by 
reconnaissance units. 

The Deconcentration 

The deconcentratiion period began on 
May 22nd and ended May 30th, and might 
be called the "Concentration in Reverse." 
Units were moved to their home stations 
by the same means of transportation as 
had been employed to concentrate them, 

As soon as the air combat units pulled 
out of their airdromes, air base person- 
nel dismantled the tent cities, loaded 
remaini rh ret and supplies and 
proceeded to the home bases. 

In conclusion, it might be well to say 
a word about the role played by the 
March Field and Hanilton Field air bases 
during the exercise, for, after all, 
this GHQ Air Force exercise was a test 
of these bases just as much as it was of 
ithe air combat units. 

The spectacular side of GHQ Air Force 
operations is the flying, shooting and 
bombing. Few people stop to realize 
the huge amount of ground effort incideht 
to "keeping the airplanes and combat 
crews in the air." 

An air base comprises the installations 
and facilities required by and provided 
for the operation, maintenance, repair 
and supply of a specific air force, and 
as a rule covers a considerable area, es- 
pecially if the installations and facili- 
ties must be orderly dispersed because of 





A typical Air, Base comprises an airdrome 





average operating periods. However,some 
squadrons, especially Bombardment, flew 


together with permanent shops, warehouses, 
communications and other necessary facili- 
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terrain, security and other congiderations. 








ties. It includes, in addition, such ne- 
cessary auxiliary airdromes as can be 
serviced by the base. 

An Air Base exists forthe primary pur- , 
— of providing the services necessary | 
or the operations of combat units. It 

must provide clothing, food, shelter, 
bombs, ammunition, serre ee mat ee 
phic laboratory facilities, fuel, light, 
heat, maintenance engine crews, hospital-! 
ization, weather service, radio, teletype 
and telegraph facilities, mail service, 
police service and a million and one 
other things. It can be seen thatthe 
GHQ Air Force mst depend upon a large 
ground component of technicai personnel, 
supplies and equipment in order to carry 
on sustained operations. Witiout tne as- 
sistance of the sround echelon, the air 
echelon is as immobile as it would be 
without one drop of gasolime for its en- | 
gines. 
The GHQ Air Force was fortunate in 
having two fine air bases in California | 
capable of meeting the demands placed 
upon them by the air combat units. It is | 
not as fortunate in other sections of 
the country; however, a bill passe1i by 
our Congress authorized bases in import- | 
ant areas in the continental United 
States,and the War Department Appropria- 
tions Bill, now before Congress, carries 
an item for the construction of another 
base in the Pacific Northwest, near 
Tacoma, 





| 


---000--~ 
ARTILLERY FIRING AT CAMP STANLEY 


t 

The 22 students of the Observation Sec- 
tion of the Air Corps Advenced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, have just 
erappeset their course in Observation of 
Artillery Fire. The Ground School course 
was conducted by Captain 2.5. Randall, 
instructor, and lasted for 24 recitation 
hours. This was followed by simulated 
artillery fire on the Kelly Field minia- 
ture range, In this phase of the train- 
ing, each student had a minimum of ten 
problems to familiarize him with the pro- 
cedure of artillery adjustment. The next 
zune was adjustment of simlated artil- 
lery fire on the puff target range, where 
bursts were simulated by smoke puffs and 
observed by the students at 4,000 feet. 
Two-way radio communication was used. 

On April 28th, the adjustment of actual 
artillery fire was begun. Captain J.C. 
Strickler, Commanding "B" Battery, 15th 
Field Artillery, gave a lecture on artil- 
lery firing and a demonstration with the 
students at the battery position. 

An instructor team of Lieut. J.C. Cov- 
ington, observer; eut. E.R. Todd,pilot, 
demonstrated three problems in aerial 
artillery adjustment. At the conclusion 
of this demonstration, some additional 








excitement was furnished in the form of 








two 10-foot*rattlesnakes which were fount 
near the battery position and promptly 
dispatched without the aid of field 
pieces. 

Following the demonstration, the students 
began to fire problems, 124 separateprob- 








| lems being fired. Each student fired a 


problem of the following types: 
Bracket prearranged. 
Lay-on-Me (airplane flying the gun tar- 
get line to locate the target). 
Problem using a reference point, 
Problem using ladder brackets with 
smoke shell. fullowed by a changed target 


|problem using one gun for precision ad- 


justment on the target. ; 

Prodlem in which the target was desig- 
nated by map coordinates by the battery 
commander, allowing the student to s..ift 
to a target requiring battery precision. 

A total of 1289 rounds was fired. The 
firing battery was commended by the Air 
Corps instructors on its firing efficien- 
cy and the accuracy of its laying. All 
communication was two-way radio. 

The grouni radio staticn was operated 
by Corporal Guthrie and Private Chedester, 
both of the 12th Air Base Squadron. ; 
The Air Corps instructors were Captain 
E, Randall, Chief Instructor; Lieuts. 

E. Anderson, J.C. Covington, E.R. Todd, 
L, Kennedy anc E.J. Timberlake. 
"Ed Note: According.to en authority on rep- 
tiles in the State of Texas, the largest rat- 
tler discovered in the Lone Star State measured i 
seven feet, and that was way back in 1888. He 
states that they don't grow even that long now- 
adays, averaging about five feet in length. 
---000--- 


BUGLE CALLS WITHOUT BUGLERS 


The Mitchel Field Control Tower Opera- 
tor has taken over the duties of the Base 
Buglers. By means of a phonograph with 


R. 
S. 
« 


W 


'a@ crystal pickup, an amplifier and two 
| high quality loud speakers, bugle calls 


having exceptional clarity and perfection 
are played. The loud speakers are locat- 
ed on the Headquarters Building, and the 
calls can be heard over the entire base 
area. 

An added feature - March Music - is 
played four times daily, while squadrons 
are marched to and from wer on the line. 
The "Star Spangled Banner" is played for 
Retreat and daily, except in inclement 
weather. When reviews are scheduled, 
troops march to tie strains of the best 
bands in the land, 

The only complaint has been that re-~ 
veille is much too penetrating and sleep- 
dispersing. . 

mame D0 — me 


During the montn of April, the 


inc 
pot, 


ineer- 
Department of *hse Sau Antonio Air De- 
Texas, Ovcrheuled a totel of 18 air- 


planes and 66 engines, and revaired 40 
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INTERNATIONAL LAWYERS AROUSED OVER AIRCRAFT 


By Captain Corley McDarment 


S\IRPLANES have written a great 

eiquestion mark in the troubled 

' #iskies of international law as 

pet} well as modern warfare," declar- 
exerted Dr, John H, Spencer, youth- 

Xe ful member of the U.S. State 

~t Department, in a talk before — 
the annual meeting of the American Soci- 
ety of International Law at the Carlton 
Hotel, Washington, D.C., April 3Oth. Dr. 
Spencer should know about such matters. 
Before joining the State Department, he 
was —— advisor to the Emperor of 
Moor - a who, it will be remembered,made 
a better fight in the halls of Geneva 
than on the plains of Abyssinia. 

Born in Iowa, but schooled in the uni- 
versities of Germany and France, Spencer 
continued to give legal advice to the 
Mee of Kings" at Addis Ababa until May 
5, 1936. The victorious Italians enter- 
ed the cit 7th! Spencer escaped 
amid a hail of machine gun bullets and 
the reverberation of aerial bombs. 

Being in the country during the con- 
flict, Dr. Spencer hac an excellent op- 
portunity to observe the effects of 
aerial warfare upon the civilian popula- 
tion and to note some startling gaps in 
international law caused by airplanes. 
speek) = before the assembled interna- 
tional lawyers in Washington on "The 
Legal Aspects of Aircraft in Belligerent 
Operations," Dr. Spencer said: 

"Behind the lines is where the air- 

prene is the greatest weapon. Low fly- 

ng airplanes decimated whole herds of 
cattle, raphe, bm the morale of sol- 

diers and civilians alike. On market 

days, when herds were collected, the 
greatest damage was done. The market 
days had to be discontinued." 

Dr. Spencer said that the gas bombs 
which the Italian aviators dropped had 
Only a limited effect, but when the gas 
was released as a spray in the air,havoc 
resulted. Soldiers and civilians were 
partly blinded, livestock was sickened 
and water rendered unfit for use. 

It is a violation of Article 25 of The 
ro er Agreement of 1907.to fire upon un- 
defended towns, Red Cross units and am- 
bulances, But the Ethiopian Government 
officially reported fifty cases of aerial 
machine gun and bombing attacks upon un- 
defended towns and at least 18 such at- 
tacks upon Red Cross units and ambulan- 
ces, by the Italians. 
tion for international law to redefine 
is what is an "undefended' town? Does a 
single inhabitant blazing away at a hos- 
tile airplane panes the status of a 
town from "undefended" to "defended," 
thus givi ot Eee the right to fire 
and bomb at will? True, a single lucky 
shot from a rifle bring down an air- 





But the fine ques- 





plane, But one set of figures showed 


_— 


, U.S. Army, Retired. 


that the percent of hits from regular 
anti-aircraft guns during the World War 
was only .75 of one percent. And some 
authorities would consider five percent 
hits high for the best anti-aircraft bat- 
teries today. Nevertheless, one man with 
one rifle and one bullet may bring dow 
an airplane, and hence is a potential 
"defender" of a town, At least the 
Italians apparently thought so and bomb- 
ed accordingly. 

The Ethiopian Government gave orders 
for towns not to fire upon passing air- 
planes, lest retaliatory attacks be made. 
But there was no effective way to pre- 
vent herdsmen near the edge of a town,or 
over-zealous citizens from taking pot 
shots at passing planes. The natural inm- 
pulse of the aviators was to return a 
spray of machine gun bullets cr drop a 
few bombs in the general direction or 
vicinity of where they believed the hos- 
tile fire originated. 

Under strict interpretation of interna- 
tional law, towns so Hh oars! defended 
against aircraft would be classed as 
"undefended" - yet there is just enough 
doubt to give belligerent aircraft an 
Open door. 

In the bombing of ambulances and Red 
Cross units, the Italian aviators claim- 
ed they were often so close to the line 
of combat that no distinction could be 
made between them and other vehicles. 
Moreover, in bombing from high altitudes 
where accuracy was not so good, bombs may 
have fallen near or wnon inviolable units 
when not intended. en ambulance crews 
thought they were being fired upon by 
eel, anes, whether they were or not, they 
would open fire. This would give the 
airmen an excuse to return the fire. 

And here enters another point for in- 
ternational law: When does an ambulance 
crew cease to be a noncombatant unit? 
For example, when the crew of an ambu- 
lance train has engaged fire with an air- 
plane one day and placed itself upon a 
combatant status, is it still upon that 
status the next day when the plane re- 
turns? Internation law says"ifio." When 
an engagement has been definitely broken 
off and the forces withdraw, a new deal 
is on - a new game altogether has start- 
ed. The airplane has no right to fire 
— the ambulance train unless the crew 
first fires upon the airplane. But can 
aviators depend upon that? Can they af- 
ford to fly low over an ambulance train 
on the way to attack the fighting troops 
and trust that hostile fire will not be 
Opened upon them today as it was yester- 
day? If the crew of that train was par- 
ticularly active in its fire the day be- 
{ re, the airmen will haye their own 
ideas as to the change of heart over- 

The next day may be another 
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battle, but it is still the same war. THE MANEUVERS AT ROCKY MOUNT, N.C. H 

There 1s enough doubt about the matter to 

make it a new problem for international The month of April was a busy one for 

law. , the 2nd Bombardment Group. The entire 
Another problem which international laws unit moved to Rocky Mount, N.C., for 
ers would like to doctor up, if possible,! the 2nd Wing Field Exercises, leaving 





‘ 
a 
7 
4 


othe a we. 


s the aerial attack, or battle, in which 
there is no follow up, and no attempt maé& 
to capture. This is the aerial attack 
made far behind the lines, sometimes hun- 
dreds of miles from the fichting lines. 

It is undoubtedly against noncombatants, 
and its effect can be only one of morale. 
Are such attacks fair? Attacks against 
munitions plants and railroad centers are 
undoubtedly fair and legal. If armed 
troops could land from airplanes and cap- 
ture a town deep within enemy territory, 
no question of legality could be raised, 
but the "useless" attack,where no inten- 
tion is made to capture, is another mat- 
ter. Unrestricted use of aircraft in war- 
fare hints at a fearful interpretation - 
@ new philosophy of war. Instead of con- 
fining the conflict to armies, it is 
spread to civilians, including women and 
children, in the farther recesses of a 
CONDTET. and it even falls upon the un- 
orn. 

Another angle not sufficiently covered 
in international law is the case in which 
a hostile aviator is captured by irres- 

onsible civilians far from the fighting 

ines and executed. Prisoners of war are 
entitled to certain rights under laws of 
warfare, But the law presumes the cap- 
ture to be made bf military personnel, or 
at least by constituted civilian authori- 
ties. What punishment, if any, should be 
imposed upon a country when one of its .. 
isolated natives hus executed an aviator 
captured hundreds of miles from the 
fighting lines? The natural retaliation 
during the Italo-Ethiopian war was an at- 
tack against the section of the country 
where the illegal acts occurred, And 
while this may be the "human" bev | to 
do, is it legal? Answering atroci ‘ with 
atrocity leads into an abyss of barbarism 
os may engulf the whole of civiliza- 

on, 

What can international law do to human- 
ize warfare in the face of rising air 
power? Dr. Spencer quite properly did 
not touch upon the moral issues of the 
Italo-Ethiopian War, but only the legal 
aspects presented by modern aerial war- 
fare. However, it was with a serious 
face and grave voice that the scholarly 
Philip Marshall Brown, acting Chairman, 
arose after the address of Dr. Spencer 
and broke the awed silence with: "We 
have just heard one of the most signifi- 
cant talks of our times. One of the 

eatest problems before international 

aw oye a that question mark written 
in the - by airplanes." ; 
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only a detachment at Langley Field to 
handle the necessary work, The Exercis- 
es were very successful. The weather 
being ideal, the missions were run off 
in fine shape. 

The final day of the c included 
breaking camp and loading the trucks of 
the ground echelon and starting the 
motor convoy on the return trip to 
Langle Pield. On the last day, the 


jair echelon returned to Langley Field 


early in the morning for a cemonstra- 


{tion for the Vice President of the 


United States and Members of Congress. 
Nine B-10B's and one B-17 participated 
in this demonstration. Bombs were 
es on the old bombing range. 

The development program for the . 
Y1E-17 was carried on as usual Garing 
the Wing Exercises, and the project is 
progressing rapidly. 

49%n Bombardment Squadron: After re- 
turning from the two weeks’ sojourn at 
Rocky Mount, N.C., the organization had 
time to check equipment and get ready 
to move to the West Coast for the GHQ 
Air Force Concentration, 

20th Bombardment Squadron: The Squad- 
ron finished an enjoyable and instruc- 
tive two weeks in the field at Rocky 
Mount, i.C. The landing field was good, 
the camp site in Battle Park was excel- 
lent and the hospitality of the towns- 
people superb. The Souadron left Rocky 
—— with regret, but promised to re- 

urn, 

2lst Reconnaissance Squadron: The 
students of the wevigation School, con- 
ducted by this Squadron, participated 
in a small way in the Second Wing Field 
Exercises by making some ad t success- 
ful reconnaissance missions in the 
Middle Atlantic Sector for the purpose 
of locating enemy naval units. These 
missions indicate the importance of the 
work being accomplisned by the Naviga- 
tion Unit, both to the 2nd Bombardment 
ore and to the GHQ Air Force. 

96th Bombardment Squadron: 

Dear Fa: 

The Ninety-Sixth (apologies to the 
20th, 49th and 37th) again won another 
war, Place: rye Mount, .C. When: 
April 12 to 24, 1937, 

The first day found us in camp, ver 
comfortably situated, you know, all the 
comforts of home; electric lights and 
heaters in tents, hot water, and radios. 
It looked more like amateur campers cn 
@ lark, That night we leaned back in 
our chairs around the camp fires, emok- 
ing, telling stories, and forgetting 
that we were ready for battle. 

It started with a bang. Orders came 
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To the casual traveler who now flies 


IN JAQUE 


By the News Letter Correspondent 
long bridges and mountain passes. 


Trangs- 


from Panama toward Rio and Santiago, the|portation by air and water was then the 


far reaching jungle will not only be 
broken by the welcome 
gency landing field on Panama's Colom- 
bian border at Jaque, but a metal roof 





norta. jf 
Jaque, situated on the extreme “7, 


only solution, and water transportation 
sight of an emer-/only if native dugouts could be obtained. 


First of all, the great bulk of the ne- 
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southeastern tip of Panama, ig- 
the rugged ne Mountain if | 
range in our last outpost 7 . 
near South America, and if/also lecated 
on the tip of the imaginary horseshoe 
that describes Panama Gulf which makes 
it of great importance as the site of a 
stcrage depot for fuel for contempiated | 
cross-country flights into South America.’ 

This typical native village is inter- 
esting from Simo Mong, the old Chinese 
etorekeeper anc  seneral factotum of the 
village, to the numerous Darien Indians 
wno come down from their mountain vil- 
lages to trade with the shrewd Oriental. 
At first only a dream, the landing field 
at Jaque was gradually realized as the 
3,000-foot runway was reclaimed from the 
jungle by Indian labor. 

As it became more or less commonplace 
to fly over the 160-mile water route to 
the Colombian border, the importance of 
@ radio station began to be realized; 
algo,as navigation flights far into 
South America became psssible with the 
arrival of more modern flying equipment, 
a storage place for fuel became import- 
ant as well as a house that might pos- 
sibly be used as shelter in case of an 
overnight stop. Therefore, even though 
Jaque is situated far from the beaten 
track and well into the hinterland of 
Panama it still rivals El Volcan and 
Rio Hato in conveniences. 

To construct a building on the Jaoue 
field became quite a problem when it 
was considered that Jague was 160 miles 
Southeast of Panama, which involved a 
flight in land planes over water that 
is so filled with coral reefs and sub- 
merged rocks that only the smallest 
boats can make regular runs through it. 

Jaque is hundreds of miles from the 
nearest highway and, although that city 
will some day be very close to the pro- 
vosed Pan-American Highway from Mexico 
Gity to Rio de Juneiro, that day is far 
into the future, as there uow exists 
only thirty miles of road over a route 
that will by land be avout three hund- 
red miles, and most of that will be 





| Adrian put two Federal truck- 


'of the buildi 
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cessary materiel was sent down)\)\\ ‘ 
in a German trader's dugout, th 
"El Tigre." Skipper August \ 






ars* yas, 


loads of pine lumber weighing 
about six tuousend pounds in his/ 
48-foot boat, which had been made‘): 
from the huge stock of a single 
tree. "Zl Tigre" was of 9-foot ' 
beam and powered with two large 
sails of Lateen Rig. Even when 
loaded with lumber to the gunwales, \,«" 
"El Tigre" drew only about three feet. \ 
The trip from Panama to Jaque re~ ),\ 
quired four days' sailing with the  \\ 
wind, and out of sight of land most \\’ 
of the distance. The worst part of Ny; 
his trip was in running through the 
reef from the Pacific into Jaque River.’ 
This required a waiting for 24 hours for 
the right time to shove hard with the 
poles, heave up with the foresail, and 
let the force of the Pacific sweep "El 
Tigre" into the calm waters of the river. 
After successfully landing, thirty 
Indians moved the material to the site 


Ass 


w 


=. 


In the aie. three of Keystone's 
best 6-A's were pressed into service 
along with the Bellanca, and used t» 
transport the corrugated roofing, nails, 
cement, the balance of the lumver, and 
eight men along with enough water and 
provisions to last them until the next 
flight. These flights were made to vaque 
almost every day during the constructircn 
and totaled 25 trips before the last coat 
of paint had been put on and the conzrete 
genes wrapped with creosoted burlap to 

eep off the ants. These plane-loads 
with Adrian's boatload pees all ef the 
material to be used in the construction 
work at Jaque, but as it was feared that 
the water supply at that village was in- 
pure, it was deciced to run trips for 
water, fresh meat and provisions every 


TTEh ‘snnatiee held moved along rapidly 
after the problem of supply had been ac- 
complished, and the men pulled down the 
V~7353, A.C. 











tent and moved into the best house in ‘mander, Brigadier General Barton K.Yomt, 
Darien Indian country in four days' A humorous slant on the grim game was 
travel. -Windows, doors, screens, con- introduced when the enemy, having discov- 


crete foundations and steps, a front |ered the Group Command frequency, endeav- 
poren and all. Then the mcst amusing 'ored to confuse operations by "yammering" 
nceident of the week occurred. On one jinterference and fake erders. Not having 


of the early flichts a Medical Corps man | the proper means of authentification, 
was sent down - Private Kelly - who soon | their efforts deceived no one, and radio 
made himself the most sought after man (frequencies were promptly changed. More- 


in Darien by his remedies for various ' (over, it was demonstrated that the game 
maladies that quickly worked a cure whic) can be played both ways when Lieut. 
the witch doctors in the village had . ‘Daniel A, Cooper, the Group Communica- 


failed to effect. Kelly first cured an | tions Officer, using the old frequency, 
Indian of a very badly infected finger ran some totally imaginary missions, ap- 
which had baffled the Indian doctor a parently followed closely by the enemy, 
long time. He experimented with quinine,| Judging by his efforts to interfere. 

made experiments to cure skin rashes and| While the War was devoid of umpires 
old cuts, etc. Whatever the result of and the results may therefore never be 
Kelly's missionary work was, his stock | known, the 5th Group played a significant 
is way up in that never-never-land. In |Part and takes great satisfaction in the 
two days after the first cure had been |8@merous commendation issued by the De- 
telegraphed via the grapevines to the — ar te ent pho diasth. 
Other villages, the rivers containeda | yf totes a wy h 4 
solic stream of Cayucas filled wita 00 = ae oe Meee terree ser ae Es 


- : . for it started making preparations for 
{ndiang, with everything from nangnstls, | the anual Department Commander’ s Inspec 


worked, because to this day he is ZL ‘tion, beginning May l2th, as strenuously 


DOCTOR in that country and has received ,as it fought in the late unpleasantness. 
presents that include Ocelots,parkeets 


---000--- 
and earrings. The coctor, when he re- PARACHUTE MAN LEAVES MAXWELL FIELD 
turned, also had blood specimens from 


every Indian in the country. | As his parting gesture after almost 
Now Jaque boasts of at least one modern|four years in the Army Air Corps, Marion 
building, and as soon as radio sets are (F, Davidson, Jr. 13th Air Base Squadron, 
available will no doubt have the first |Maxwell Field, Aja. , applied for and re- 
broadcasting station in Darien, as well (ceived permission to perform his fifth 
as the first filling station, whether the! parachute jump on the morning of May 7th, 
highway is fifty years from nag Cag ES ‘the date upen which he was leaving the 
or not. Perhaps some day away back in military service. 
the USA we'll hear Radio Station HAR-K |. ‘He was accompanied on the trip in one 
Lar ep with some red-skinned crooner - (of the B-6 Army Bombing planes cy Private 
quien Sabe, for shere is no telling Frank §. Stovall, also of the 13th Air 
there in the country of the Chucunaque Base Squadron, Upon reaching their pro- 
and the Sapos, where the blow gun still [ner altitude for the jump, both leaped 
. — ao a pe a from the plane. Davidson landed on the 
ough very tittle 16 said about tne | edge of the field, but Stovall missed the 
Oy gr nn an Ty HUMALT ag from tri- jfield and landed in the center of the 
al enemies still “5 to be found. Alabama River which runs along the north 
: ee boundary of Maswe ls Field. | Ee. 
st = . NWEUVER ieut. on Huggins, pilot of the 
STH COMPOSITE GROUP IN JOINT MANE S Bombing plane, seeing Private Stovall's 
The annual Hawaiian Department Maneuv- |Plight, circled the spot, flyin, low to 
ers, climixed by 48 hours of intensiveacjattract attention, Davidson, sensing the 
tivity curing the Concurrent Exercise danger, raced to the river, and leaping 
with the U.S. Fleet, are a thing of the [into the swift rushing water swam to 
ast. The period from April 12th, when [Private Stovall's assistance, Both being 
he 5th Composite Group took the field, ‘strong swimmers, there was little danger 
and April 25th, when the assembled Nenemy'\ to either, but Davidson's timely assist- 
fleet made its final "assault" on the em- januce certainly helped Stovall, who was 
battled shores of Oahu, was characterized swimming around in the water hanging on 
by strenuous activity on the part of oper-to his Triangle training parachute and 
ations and communications personnel, as waiting for assistance. 
well as flying officers and combat crews. Lieut. Dyke F, Meyer and Private Venus, 
The Group played an important part with ‘who arrived at the scene, secured 4 row- 
its new (in Hawaii) Martin Bombers, per- {boat which was close by, and rowed to 





| 
| 








forming several missions of over four ‘the assistance of the swimmers, bringing 
heurs each and pushing far to sea the {them and their povacuntes safely to shore. 
powerful bombardment arm of the Wing Com- It was an exciting experience for both mez 
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for the U.S. Army Air Corps. It has 
cook's 
cocktai 


ences, 





TON "The Major's compliments and he's in his 
AND SO TO WAR. ba Wii you please go easy ruund the 


corners as he don't want the water tilted 


The Boeing Super-Bomber, according to the press, is 


alley, electricity generating plant, and, we imagine, canteen| 
bar, baths H,. & C., Sun-Ray parlour, and all modern conveni- 

And someone did mention et 
- om * 


into the library again!" 





= on . pa od ==. — 
ready for test 
sleeping quarters, mess room, 





equipment, 
Whe Aeroplane® - London, Eng. 
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NO FIDDLING IN BUILDING ROME. 


Weeds are more or less chnoxious to 
most people, and these weeds include 
certain brands of "what the country 
needs most." There is one weed, however, 
which is particularly odious to the Com- 
manding Officer of Mitchel Field - that 
species with yellow petals which frugal 
folks are fond of gathering for the pur- 
pose of concocting quite a potent drink, 

Dandelions grow everywhere, and the 
post of Mitchel Field was no exception 
to the rule. In consequence, a general 
clean-up followed, and garden tools were 
very much in demand, It happened that 
the dandelions grew in such profusion 
around the hangar of the 97th Observa- 
tion Squadron that the Commanding Offi- 
cer of that outfit deemed it wise to 
detail two men to proceed with the job 
of eliminating the pesky weed from that 
neighborhood, 

One of the men on the detail took his 
task seriously, and the dandelions were 
being pulled up with commendable regular- 
ity. e other man, either fhrough 
sheer laziness or distaste for the call- 
ing of "a son of the soil," was inclined 
to take bone rather easy. 

Observing his companion falling down , 





on the job, the Industrious Enlisted 
Man growled: 

"Hey, Pete! You'd better get going; 
you know what the Kayo said about this 
job, 

: "Aw, pipe down! What's the rush? 
Rome wasn't built in a day!" 

"Yeah, that's true," rejoined the 
I.E.M., "but Colonel Frank wasn't 
there!" 

--=000--= 


Ace (relating war experience): "I had 
flown three miles over the German lines 


when I found that my engine was missing. 


Girl: "Heavens! How could you fly so 


far without an engine?" 


ee ee 


"They had to fire one of the observ- 
ers. 

"Was it on the ground that he was in- 
competent?" 

"No, it was while he was in the air." 


"Stay here with the balloon until the 
enemy is in sight - then run," said the 


son os as he started off for the rear. 


ere are you going?" shouted a pri- 
vate, 
"I'm starting now, men - on account 
of my rheumatism, " 
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1 the dry season comes to 
Panama, the Air Corps won't. 
stay put in the Zone; for, in 
addition to the regular maneuv- 
ers, there are planned many trips into 
new terrain of Central and Sout 
And there were no exceptions this year, 


the longest trip to date being to Guate-|the last bottle neck pass into a wide, 


mala City. 

Starting in February to gain momentum 
pmong the officers sf France and Albrook 
Fields, the idea of the flight finally 
resolved itself into a take-off on the 
morning of April Sth. Participating in 
the flight was Brigadier General George 
H. Brett, Commanding General of the 19th 
Composite Wing, i as a free lance 
in a BelO airplane; s 
under the command of Major Willis R. 
Taylor; six P-12's and one C-27, under 
the command of Lieut. Colonel William 0, 
Butler, who was also Group Commander. 

The P-l2's and the Bellanca left the 
two Canal Zone fields at 6:00 a.m, and 
rendezvoused at David, proceeding from 
there up the Pacific coast. The B-10 
flight rendezvoused at Puntarenas, Costa 
Rica, The France Field contingent, head- 
ing out over the Atlantic, turned in 


across Costa Rica and flew dow the rich-through an impressive park. Down the side 


ly cultivated, mouniain-flanked San Jose 
Valley. The peculiar geography of this 
part ef the world was brought to our at- 
tention by the fact that the shortest 
course for the Albrook B-10's between 
the two Pacific Coast points of Albrook 
and Puntarenas took them well out over 
the Atlantic Coast. 

After stopping at Managua, Nicaragua, 
for lunch, we proceeded on across Lake 
Managua with its ms 
and then over a small active volcano 
with steam pouring out of its well de- 
fined crater. A little farther on we 
passed over an extinct crater whose cir- 
cular knife-edze rim, three miles in di- 
smeter, dropped several thousand feet 
te a turquoise lake. The whole region 
was full of volcanoes, but their smoke 
and the blue haze from burning tobacco 
fields limited our visibility so that we 
missed most of them. 

Another half hour through the hazy 
mountains brought us over and past San 
Salvador, well shut in by preotps sous 
ranges, We soon cut toward the Pacific 
Coast and flew for an hour alo the 
beach and uneventful lowlands of Guste- 
mala, To cur right we could see the 
mountains, wreathed in clouds and blue 


haze, guarding the interior of the Repub- churches, moving in a blue haze of smoke 


lic. 

We soon swung right toward an opening 
marked by the tortucsly winding railroad 
leading from coastal San Jose up through 
a pass, The valley uickly rcse to meet 
us, and as we climbed to escape it we 
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THE PANAMA - GUATEMALA FLIGHT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


| 


America.!"follow the leader." 


x additional B-10's 


iyama-like Monotombo,concert by the hundred-piece symphony or- 





iwere continually flanked by mountains half 
‘buried in clouds. At places the valley be- 
icame so narrow that it looked like 
‘Gaillard Cut, aud our "cross country eche- 
quickly became the more comfortable 





| lon" 
At 6,000 feet we finally poured through 


sunny, mountain-rimmed valley, in the cen- 
ter of which sprawled a white gleami 

city, appearing to us like the City c 
Baghdad. : 

_ We found that the cool mountain City of 
Guatemala lives well up to the illusion of 
our first aerial glance. The strongest 
first impression we received was of its 
military orderliness. Everywhere were mil-. 
itary uniforms and government buildings, 
along the boulevard parks and in the midst 
of the business section, , 

But perhaps the most lasting impression 
is of the striking contrast between the 
jancient and the modern culture of Guate- 
mala. Dorm a sleepy Spanish street paved 
with stcne flanges rumbled ai ox-drawn 
cart led by a boy tapping the yoke with a 
| Stick; while only a block away a concrete 
‘thoroughfare leads past modern, even. mod- 
lernistic, shops, and widens as it passes 





streets scurry native women, barefooted, 
and dressed in the bright colors that only 
'Guatemala can produce, carrying baskets of 
ivegetables and flowers on their heads; 
;while around the corner thrive the latest 
‘fashions and customs of our civilization, 

| In the park an ancient and immense 
\rich cathedral faces a modern conch s 
iorckestra stand, and in the evening the 
park is full of people listening to the 


ped 


ichestra. After a few days you realize 
‘that here exists the best of Spanish civil- 
ization, flavored by a more ancient cul- 
ture which it does not succeed in entirely 
relegating to the countryside. 

We did not, however, spend all our time 
in Guatemala City. Some made a trip to 
lAnticua, once the center of all Spanish 
domain in the New World, but since reduced 
iby a nearby volcano (except for one well 
preserved church, dated 1527) to magnifi- 
cent ruins. And another trip was made to 
the land of the Chichi Indians, some 30 
miles away and 5,000 feet higher in the 
mountains. 

These Indians are famous for their reli- 
gecas fervor. Dressed in black knee 
‘oreeches and shirts, they keep incessant 
pilgrimages up the steps of the various 











from the torches Roe Part of the 
service is a flute player continually on 
dusy in a church tower. They are Catho- 


carry. 








lics; but the local priest, . Rossbach, 
claims it has taken too many years to 
gain their confidence for him to risk at- 
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tempting to change the somewhat unorthodox 


ritual of iis narisucners, 

Dr. Rossbach, by the way, possesses 
what is probably the most extensive . 
knowledge of Mayan culture in the world, 
and in thirty years has assembled an in- 
valuable collection of ancient Mayan jade 
carvings. Those who made the Chichicast- 
enango ("land of") trip claim it in it- 
self is well worth the whole flight, just 
for the privilege of talking with Dr. 
Rossbach, 

In Guatemala we were entertained at 
the American Legation by the Minister, 
Mr. Desportes; and here we met many other 
residents of the city, including several 
members of tae Guatemalan Air Force,grad- 
uates of Kelly Field. Our visit was also 
mace pleasant by the kind hospitality of 
Lieut. Colonel and Mrs. John F, Davis. 
Colcnel Davis is Commandant cf the Guate- 
mala Military Academy. 

Due to the pressure of official busi- 
ness at hcme, General Brett, accompanied 
by Lieut. Shedd in another B-10, departed 
on Wednesday morning for Panama. For 
the rest of the flight, all good things, 
including money, soon come to an end;and 
after we had bought all the native belts, 
shawls and shces we could afford, we left 
for home, carrying pleasant memories of 
the hospitable mountain city. Baad weather 
in the bottle neck pass held us up until 
3:00 p.m., on April 9th, so that we duck- 
ed out just in time to spend tne night 
in San Salvador, where we were entertain- 
ed at the home of the American Minister, 
Dr. Corrigan. The next morning we were 
off to Managua, and so home to bed. Thus 
ended a 2,000-mile trip through five 
Central American countries, well satisfy- 
ins our wanderlust - for several months, 
at least! 


---000--- 


The Maneuvers at Roc Mount, N.C, 
ontinued from Page 6.). 

in thick and fast, causing the teletype 
to sound like a teletype. From then on 
we were kept on the jump, bombing enemy 
Camps at Virginia Beach and Edgewood Ar- 
senal, destroying enemy supplies near Mul- 
berry Island, fighting off enemy Pursuit 
near Smithfield, annihilating Red air and 
ground troops by the hundreds. Every mis- 
sion was successful, every bomb found its 
mark; the enemy's equipment was be ge de- 
stroyed so fast that we expected to hear 
of an armistice early es the second 
week, Morale was high, health of all the 
men and officers excellent. ° 

That didn't last long. One day while I 
was receiving messages over my radio I 
heard mg. fire (machine gun). I jumped 
to my guns in time to see a Red peashoot- 
er streak by. A minute later one got us. 
luckily, only one cylinder was blown, and 
we were able to repair it in enemy terri- 


forcec Gotm,: tae pilot picked a small 
field near Laugley Field where we hid 
while making repairs, Although the 
field was full of irrigation ditches, we 
made a successful take-off and returned 
tc Rocky Mount. 

During our absence, Red Pursuit had 
attacked our camp. The Squadron suffer- 
ed heavy losses, including two airplanes, 
all of our mess equipment, fvur officers 
and seven men, We were toc busy tc do 
mach about anything except work. The 
Red fleet was approaching and our orders 
were to sink it. 

On the next two missions, the Red fleet 
was cumpletely wiped cut,* and we received 
word that the war was over. Just when we 
expected to return here, we started to 
erect a more permanent camp, That means 
we won't return until December 12th, How 
about sending me some dough? 

Your soldier son, 
Jchn, 


I forgot to tell how we almost lost 
cone ship at sea, We were flying 
about 150 miles from shore when 
some stray shrapnel struck the left 
engine and it started to catch on 
fire. The pilct shut it off and 
flew on one engine for tweaty min- 
utes to allow it to cool off, then 
he started it and the thing seemed 
to be okay. The whole crew had at 
least one leg over the side while - 
it was acting up. They said they 
weren't scared, 

P.P.S. Don't forget the dough. I know a 
cute Rocky Mountaineer, and I've 
gotta date. 

Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron: 
This organization together with the tac- 
tical units of the Group just completed 
two weeks of Field Exercises at Rocky 
Mount, N.C. Due to the excellent cooper- 
ation and friendship of the people of 
this enterprising city, an excellent 
time was enjoyed by both officers and en- 
listed men. Entertainment was lavishly 
offered by the city, and,within the limi- 
tations required by a dally four-hour 
mission, were accepted by all concerned. 
The intense interest of the people of 
this district in the Air Corps and our 
small "show" located on their airdrome 
was shown by the immense crowds which 
came to the field daily. On Sunday, and 
again on the following Friday, which was 
"Open House" day at the camp, the high- 
ways were swamped, State Police estimat- 
ed that from seven to ten thousand auto- 
mobiles came to the airport. On Friday, 
Major Giles brought down one of the 
Y1B-17 Bombers, so we were able to. put 
on a comparative display of aircraft, 
using a Y1B-17, a BelOB and an A-17 
Attack plane. ; 

*All of our fleet was-supposed to be doing 
business on the West Coast. 


P. s. 








tory under cover of darkness. In being 1 
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MAINTENANCE NAVIGATION FLIGHT BY ADVANCED SCHOOL STUDENTS 


On Monday, May 17th, in accordance ~ 
with a plan previously outlined, 74 air- 
lanes from the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 

nz School, Kelly Field, Texas, took 
off on the customary maintenance naviga- 
tion training flight, as ordered by the 
Secretary of War. The flight was com- 
manded by Major R.D, Knapp, Director of 
Flying Training at the Air Corps Advanc- 
ed Flying School, Members of his staff 
included Captain R.E, Randall, Publici- 
ty Officer; Captain John C. Crosthwaite, 
Adjutant; and Captain Ralph E. Holmes, 
Commandant of Cadets. The Commanding 
Officer and his staff flew BI-8 type 
training airplanes. 

The flight sections consisted of the 
Observation Section, with 26 Observatim 
type airplanes and Captain 0.P.Weyland 
in charge; the Pursuit Section, with 24 
Pursuit type airplanes and jor John V. 
Hart in charge; and the Attack Section, 
with 11 Attack type airplanes and nine 
bi-motored airplanes and Captain Glen C. 
Jamison in charge. 

The purpose oF the flight is tc give 
the students their final navigation 
training flisht, using all the naviga- 
tional aids available; to acquaint them 
with cperations and use cf the Federal 
airways; to further their instruction 
in maintenance of airplanes on field 
maneuvers; and to create an interest in 
the various colleges visited as to the 
educational facilities offered by the 
Air Corps at the Army flying schools. 





On the first day all sections proceed- 


'ed to the University of Oklahoma at 


| 





Norman, where they rendezvoused at 3:00 
p.m, On Tues , all sections effected 
a rendezvous at Stillwater, Oklahoma, 

at 11:00 a.m., where the Observation 
and Bombardment airplanes remained over- 
nicht. Stillwater is the site «af the 
Oklahoma A, & M. College. ‘The Attack 
Section, minus the bi-motored airplanes, 


| proceeded to Lawrence, Kansas, to visit 
| the University of Kansas, arriving 


there at about 4:00 p.m, The Pursuit 
Section went to Columbia, Mo., visit- 
ing the University of Missouri. They 
arrived there at about 4:20 p.m. 

All secticns rencezvoused on Wednes- 
day at the University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, Ark., at 4:00 p.m. The 
Observation and Bombardment airplanes 
made the trip via Claremore, Oklahoma, 
where they stcpped al Will Regers Air- 
port at 10:CO a.m., and visited the 

klahoma Military Academy, They were 
heagg og to return to Kelly Field on 

Oth, 

ee clippings of the publicity 
accorded this flisht at the various 
tovms through which it passed have been 
received by this office," reports the 
News Letter Correspondent, and he 
adds: "It is evident that a great deal 
of interest in the Air Corps Advanced 
Flying School is being exhibited, par- 
ticularly by college students." 


~--000--- 


BOLLING 


On the afternoon of May llth, Lieut. 
Colonel Gerald =, Brower, Air Corps, 
donned his flying equipment, obtained 
his clearance from Operations, and went 
out to his airplane, an A-1ll, prepared 
to make a navigation flight to Langley 
Field, Va., and return. Before leavi 
the line, he called the control tower to 
check his radio and receive take-off in- 
structions, and then proceeded to the 
nortau-south runway. Private H.W. Fraley, 
the operator on duty at the tower, had 
formed a habit of watching closely all 
airplanes taking off or landing, and was 
rewarded for his watchfulness. As Col. 
Brower passed the tower on the take-off 
and just a few feet before the plane 
left the ground, the operator noticed 
the left tire lose its shape and begin 
to flop around. He waited a few mimutes 
and when the pilot called in again he 
netified him cf the flat tire and asked 
for any instructions. Col. Brower . 
answered that he had noticed a few bumps 
just before the plane left the ground, 
but wasn't sure that it was caused by a 
flat tire, and he came back to the field 
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CONTROL TOWER IS A GOOD WATCH TOWER 


to land. The tower operator had noti- 
fied Operations, and the crash truck 
and ambulance were standing by, Fortu- 
nately, the landing was made without 
mishap and the plane was brought back 
to the hangar for a tire change. 

A few weeks previously, the same opxr- 
ator had a similar experience with a 
Navy plane, though not so successful. 

He had watched a formation of three 
Navy pane with retractable landing 
gear take off from the Naval Air Sta- 
tion across the way for some practice 
flying. On returning to the field, the 
first and second pilots circled, lower- 
ed their landing wheels and came in for 
a landing. The third pilot also circled 
in a glide, but did not lower his 
wheels, so the tower operator quickly 
tried to contact him by radio. He re- 
ceived no answer, and there was no indi- 
cation that the pilot had heard him,for 
he was still coming in with his wheels 
up. The operator then tried to attract 
the pilot's attention with the traffic 
control lisht, but failed again. He 


then picked up his field glasses for a 
closer look at the plane and focused 
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his vision on it just in time to see the 
look of surprise on the faces of both 
the Navy pilot and his observer, The 
plane was considerably damaged, but 
neither of the occupants was injured, 
Had the pilot glanced at the control 
tower he may have ar adn the accident. 
— ae OO 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CONCHAS DAM PROJECT 


First Lieut. Charles F. Densford, Air 
Corps, pilot, and Staff Sergeant Herman 
L, Chestnutt, Air Corps, oad ay “ool 
returned April 24th from Conchas Dam, 
New Mexico, where ‘ney photographed the 
progress of construction on a project 
of the U.S. Army Engineers, 

This is the second of a series of pro- 
gress pe eras made at intervals of 
approximately four months by this photo- 
graphic team, The Army airmen-in a pe- 
ridgof ten days spent 26 hours and 55 .i 
minutes in the air, made 47 vertical 
photographs and 48 oblique nee, 
also 200 feet of 16 mm, movie film, It 
is anticipated that the next flight 
will be made about September lst, next. 


MORE GOOD SHOOTING BY LIEUT. DENSFORD 


Lieut. Charles F, Densford, Air Corps, 
stationed at Kelly Field, Texas, resum- 
ed activity in pistol shooting, taking 
third place in the San Antonio Spring 
Pistol Championship on May 9th, and by 
winning individual honors in a match at 
Monterrey, Mexico, conducted by the 
Asociacion Regiomontario de Caza y Tiro. 
In the last-named match, Lieut. Densford 
got within one point of a perfect score- 
199 x 200. His nearest competitor, Mr. 
Ogden of the Border Patrol, scored 194 
out of 200. 

---000--~ 


FORT SIlz A BUSY PLACE DURING MANEUVERS 


The transportation of GHQ Air Force 
troops to the West Coast ay Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, on practically a 24-hour 
schedule during the first part of May. 
The Provisional Transport Squadron, con- 
sisting of eleven C-33's and one C-36, 
made five ney 2 oo at Fort §ill 
from go to to lOth, n their three 
trips through to the West Coast they 
carried about 350 men and officers, who 
were accommodated at Fort Sill on the 
Overnight stops. In addition to the 
Transports, 15 PB-2's made a stop for 
service on May 2nd, and 28 P-26's made 
an overnight stop on May 4th. 
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MORE Y1B-17 BOMBERS REACH LANGLEY FIELD 


Major Vincent J, Meloy, Commanding 
Officer of the 20th Bombardment Squadron, 
recently arrived at Langley Field with 
the first Y1B-17 for that organization, 
The flight from Seattle, Wash., was made 


on schedule all the way. At one point 
it was necessary to go to 17,000 feet 
to pass over a dust storm, The ferry 


crew 6n this airplane, in addition to 
Major Meloy, were Major Barney M, Giles, 
Flight Supervisor and co-pilot; lst Lt. 
F.E. Glantzberg, ots ge Master Sgt. 
H.R, Kashe, Crew Chief; Staff Sergeant 
L:L. Fiebrich, Assistant Crew Chief; 
and Private, lst Class, C.D. Lake, Radio 
Operator. 

The 20th is very proud of its new 
"Flying Fortress. " 

The 96th Bombardment Squadron added 
another Y1B-17 to its list of assigned 
airplanes when Captain C,E. O'Connor, 
lst Lieuts. W.H. Higgins and W.C. 
Bentley, accompanied by Technical Ser- 
geant G.W. Olson, Staff Sergeant Harry 
Sichard and Corporal D.J. Smith arrived 
at Langley Field from Seattle, Wash., 
on May 9th, The flight was made in two 
"hops," the first from Seattle to 
Cheyenne, via Portland, in order to 
avoid icing conditions, on May 8th, and 
the second from Cheyenne to ley 
Field, the route passing over Lincoln, 
Neb.; Chanute Field, Ill., and Patterson 
Field, Ohio, The total distance was 
approximately 2600 miles, and the total 
flying time was 15 hours. 

On my Sth, Major Barney M, Giles, «+. 
ilot; lst Liext. P.G. Miller, co-pilot; 
nd Lieut. L.S. Wait, co-pilot- engineer; 

Master Sergeant Haney, flight éngineer; 
and we Connor, radio operator, 
took off from March Field, Calif., at 
6:25 p.m, (PST) and arrived at Langley 
Field, Va., at 7:15 a.m, (PST), making a 
non-stop flight in l2 hours and 50 min- 
utes, The distance flown was 2450 miiles. 

Immediately after the take-off, an al 
titude of 14,000 feet was gained and 
maintained until 9:50 p.m., when it be- 
came necessary to descend to 10,700 
feet, due to icing conditions. At 
11:45 Pes 14,000 feet was resumed aud 
maintained until arrival at Langley 
Field. 

The B-17 performed very satisfactorily 
throughout the flight. This plane did 
not have the bomb bay tanks installed. 
Had these tanks been installed, the 
elapsed time would have been reduced 
something like two hours, inasmuch as 
maximum cruising speed could have been 
maintained throughout the flight. 


---000--- 
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LIEUT, COLONEL CHARLES B, OLDFIELD 


Lieut. Colonel Charles B. Oldfield,Air 
Corps. who was recently assigned as Com- 
manding Officer of Air Corps troops at 
Fort Lewis, Wash., is a native of Norfolk, 
Va., where he was born April 3, 1891. Af- 
ter.service in the Regular Army as a Pri- 
vate, Company M, 29th Infantry, and as 
Corporal and Sergeant, lst Class, Quar- 
termaster Corps, from November 3, 1912, 
to November 28, 1916, he accepted a com- 
mission on the following day as a second 
lieutenant of Infantry, and was promoted 
to lst Lieutenant on the same date; to 
Captain of Infantry, June 16, 1917, and 
to Major (temporary) of Infantry, August 
15, 1918, He was discharged from this 
temporary rank on February 11, 1920. 

Detailed to the Air Service in October, 
1920, Colonel Oldfield received his pri- 
mary flying training at Carlstrom Field, 
Arcadia, Fla., which he completed in 
spree 1921, and his advanced training 
at the Air Service Observation School at 
Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., from April 
13 to September 15, 1921, following 
which he was a student at the Schocl for 
Aerial Observers at Fort Sill to Decem- 
ter 15, 1921. ks vas rated as Airplane 
Pilot, Octoher 14, 1921, and as Airplane 
Observer, April 17, 1922. 

After a brief period of duty as an in- | 
structor at the Air Service Observation | 
School, Post Field, Colonel Oldfield was 
detailed to duty as Executive Officer, 
95th Division, Organized Reserves, Air 
Service, with station at Oklahoma City, 
Okla., to April 2, 1922, and at Muskogee 
Okla., to February 20, 1925. 

For over five years, and up to August, 
1930, Colonel Oldfield was stationed at 
the Air yorne Primary Flying School at 
Brooks Field, San satuats. Shase. where 
he served as Executive Officer’of the 
post and as Assistant Commandant of the 
School. At various times he served as 
Commanding Officer and Commandant at 
Brooks Field during the temporary ab- 
sence of the regular incumbent of these 
positions. 

Following duty as a student at the Air 
Corps Tactical School at Langley Field, 
Va., from August, 1930, to July, 1931, 
he was, upon graduation, assigned as a 
student to pursue a two-year course of 
instruction at the Command and General 
Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kans. 

On June 13, 1933, Colonel Oldfield as- 
sumed command of the 12th Observation 
Squadron at Brooks Field, Texas, and he 
served at that post until March 6, 1935, 

Early in 1934, during the operation of 
the Air Mail Service by the Army Air 
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| permanent promotion to the rank of Major 











Corps, he served on the staff of Briga- 
dier General Henry H, Arnold, then com- 
mander of the Western Zone, In February, 
1935, he graduated from the Advanced Air 
Navigation School which was conducted at 
Rockwell Field, Calif. 

Colonel Oldfield's next duty assign- 
ment was with the GHQ Air Force at 
Langley Field, Va., where, by virtue of 
his position as Commanding Officer of 
the 2nd Bombardment Group, he was, on 
April 2, 1935, advanced to the temporary 
rank of Lieut. Colonel. He received his 


on December 20, 1927. 

During the latter part of March, 1936, 
he led a ferry flight of nine Martin 
B-10B Bombardment airplanes from Langley 
Field, Va., to France Field, Panama Canal 
Zone, vie Brownsville, Texas; Mexico, 
and several Central American countries. 

Colonel Olédfield's total flying time 
is approximately 5800 hours. 

---000--- 


LIEUT, COLONEL HOWARD J. HOUGHLAND 


Lieut. Colonel Howard J. Houghland, Air 
Corps, now on cuty as an instructor at 
the Cavalry School at Fort Riley, Kansas, 
was born at Scottsburg, Indiana, July 9, 
1891, Enlisting in the Army in September, 
1909, he served as Private, Corporal and 
Sergeant, Company H, 27th Infantry; and 
as Sergeant, lst Class, and termaster 
Sergeant, termaster Corps, to Decem- 
ber 3, 1916. He accepted a commission as 
end Lieutenant of Infantry on December 4, 
1916, and from January 2, 1917, to April 
15, 1917, he was a student at the Army 
Service School at Fort Leavenworth, Kans, 

After serving with the 26th Infantry at 
Harlingen, Texas, to June, 1917, he was 
ordered to duty overseas, and served in 
various capacities at a number of sta- 
tions, and participated in the Montdidier- 
Noyon, Aisne-Marne and St. Mihiel opera- 
tions. He served in France until October 
20, 1919; and in Germany as Personnel Ad- 
jutant, Provisional Infantry Brigade, to 
May 28, 1920, and as Commandant, General 
and Commercial School, Educational and 
rongearee Training, Coblenz, to January 

, o 

Returning to the United States in Jan- 
uary, 1921, Colonel Houghland was detail- 
ed to the Air Service and assigned as a 
student at Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla., 
for flying training. He completed the 
primary flying course in September, 1921, 
and was transferred to the Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, where he 
completed advanced training in Bombardment 
Aviation on December 25, 1921. He re- 
ceived the ratings of Airplane Pilot and 
V-7353, A.C, 





























Airplane Observer. 

Colonel Houghland remained at Kelly 
hieldas Adjutant of the 2nd Bombardment 
z and Commanding Officer of the Head- 
ers Detachment of that Group until 
26, 1922, when he was transferred 
with this organization to Langley Field, 
Va., where he performed these same duties 
until. Bt 29, 1922. He commanded the 
SrdwAir Park at poy ed Field to October 
11, 1922, and was then assigned to duty 
as & Btudent at the Air Service Tactical 
School, sraduating June 15, 1923. 

ter service as an instructor and as 
Operations Officer of an ROTC summer 
training at Maxwell Field, Ala., to 
September 1923, he was transferred to 
Kelly Field and assigned to the 3rd At- 
tack Group, performing among various 
other. duties those of Group Operations 
Officer, Group Personnel Officer and 
Group Intelligence Officer. 

On June 27, 1924, Colonel Houghland 
was Placed in command of a detachment of 
the dcth Observation Squadron and trans- 
ferred to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. In 
AugGat, 1925, he was assigned as a stu- 
dent at the Command and General Staff. 
Schoel at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and 
followhag his graduation therefrom in 
Juné,:1926, he was transferred to New 
York: City for duty with the Organized 
Resérves of the 2nd Corps Area. 

Assigned in June, 1928, as Air Officer 
of the 7th Corps Area, Fort Omaha, Nebd., 
Colonel Houghland served in this capacity 
cntil June, 1934, and performed addition- 
ul duty as Unit Instructor of the 314th 
tas en Squadron from September, 

From June 15, 1934, to March ll, 1935, 
he was on duty as Executive Officer at 
Langley Field, Va., and to May 31, 1935, 
he served as commanding cfficer of the 
58th Service Squadron, He was then as- 
signed to his present duty as Instructor 
at the Cavalry School at Fort Riley. 

Colonel Houghland was promoted to lst 
Lieutenant, November 26, 1916; to Cap- 
tain, June 15, 1917; to Major, December 
15, 1927, and to Lieut. Colonel (tempo- 
rary) June 16, aad 
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The following-named Air Corps officers 
are under crders to proceed to Maxwell 
Field, Ala,, for duty, reporting about 
July 1, 1937: 

Major Fred C. Nelson (Captain) from 
Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Captain George A. Whatley from the San 
Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 
lst Lieut. Robert Lewis Haston from 

Randolph Field, Texas. 
_ist Lieut. Hoyt L, Prindle from Maxwell 
Field, Ala. . 
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AVIATION DAY 


General Malin Craig, Chief of Staff of 
“he United States Army, issued the follow~ 
ing statement on. May 28th, which was pro- 
claimed by the President as National 
Aviation Day: 

"The first.observance of National Avia- 
tion Day serves to remind us of the great 
progress that has been made in both 
civilian and military aviation in the 
United States in the past few years. 

Travel by aircraft has become common- 
Place, The time consumed in crossing the 
United States has been reduced from days 
40 hours, and that in crossing the 
Pacific from weeks to days. Skill in 
navigation and improvements in aviation 
engineering have made flying a safe and 
comfortable means of travel. 

Erogreee in military aviation has been 
equally pronounced. ‘The combat aircraft 
now being delivered to our army are un- 
surpassed elsewhere, and are double or 
treble the power of the types purchased 
a few years ago. 

The United States Army now has on hand 
and under order approximately 1,650 mod- 
ern airplanes, of which by far the great- 
er number are ccmbat planes. In addi- 
tion we have a number of planes technic- 
ally classed as obsolete but still suit- 
able for service, In the Army appropria- 
tion bill now pending before the Con- 
gress, provision is made for about 550 
additional planes, so that deducting es- 
timated losses due to ovosolescence, de- 
terioration and accidents, we should 
have in another year in the neighborhood 
of 2,000 army airplanes ef recent types. 
Adding the number of modern planes pos- 
sessed by the Navy and the Marine Corps, 
our total strength in military planes 
will soon be well over 3,000." 

---000--— | 


PHOTOGRAPHING OF SOLAR ECLIPSE 


As a member of the Hayden Planetariun- 
Grace Expedition, Major Albert W. Stevens, 
Air Corps, sailed on May 2lst on the S.5&, 
SANTA CLARA for Reru, expecting to ar- 
rive on June 3rd, for the purpose of: ob- 
taining aerial photographs of the solar 
eclipse on June 8th. Included in the Air 
Corps photographic equipment taken on the 
soured were one Air Corps Type A~2 

Akeley Sound) camera, one Air Corps 
K-3 B single-lens camera, and one Air 
Corps K-6 single~lens camera. 

It is proposed to take photographs from 
an airplane at an altitude of 58 500 feet 
approximately over the peak Huascaren. 

There is a pessibility, cf course, 
clouds may prevent a view of the corona 
from the ground, and in that event pic- 
tures from an airplane show the shape 
of the corona, even chock the image of 
(Continued en Page 17 ). 
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CHANUTE FIELD PERSONNEL INSPECT Y1B-17 


A Y1B=17 airplane arrived at Chanute 
Field, Rantoul, I1l., on May 10th, It 
was piloted by lst Lieut. R.L. Travis, 
with 2nd Lieut. C.J. Cochrane as co-pilot 
a 2nd Lieut. J.L. Templeton as bombar- 

er. 

During the four s that the airplane 
remained at Chanute Field, enlisted stu- 
dents of the Department of Mechanics of 
the Air Corps Technical School performed 
an inspection on this airplane. Student 
officers of the Maintenance-Engineering 
Course were given the opportunity tho- 
roughly to examine the airplane, fly in 
it, and study the new features thereof. 

Student officers from the Armament De- 
partment were also afforded an opportu- 
nity to inspect the new armament instal- 
lations and to ride in the airplane and 
observe the new features which this air- 
plane embodies. 

Other school and post personnel took 
advantage of the opportunity to examine 
the plane and observe the latest type of 
engineering, armament, radio and naviga- 
tion installations in a Bombardment air- 
plane. 

The Acting Commandant, Major E.G. 
Harper, and the school and post person- 
nel expressed their appreciation for the 
splendid cooperation of the GHQ Air Force 
in providing the school with this latest 
type of aircraft for instructional pur- 

oses. 

. The arrival of this airplane at Chanute 
Field was but another step in accordance 
with the policy inaugurated by Lieut. - 
Colonel Junius W. Jones, Commandant of 
the Air Corps Technical School, when he 
first assumed command. In brief, this 
policy is based upon the well-known fact 
that technical specialists to be of most 


value to the service mst be trained and | 


thoroughly familiarized with the mainten- 
ance, repair and inspection of the latest 
aircraft and auxiliary equipment. 

At present the following airplanes are 
being used for instruction of student 
personnel: two PB-2's, one A-17A, one 
B-10, one XB-14, one C-33, one 0-46 and 
one BI-9, 

Lieut. Colonel Junius W. Jones is now 
eat the Douglas Aircraft Factory prepar- 
ing to ferry a new B-18 airplane to 
Chanute Field for use in instructing stu- 
dents. . 

——=—OU 0 -—— 


Colonel Albert L. Sneed, Air Corps, 
who has held temparery rank as 
since June 22, 1936, was promoted to the 
~ermanent rank of Colonel,May 1, 1937. 
Major Austin W. Martenstein, Air Corps, 
Instructor at the Air Corps Tactical 
School, is under orders for duty as a 
student at the Army War College méugust. 
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COMMENDATION FOR MARCH FIELD ENLISTED MEN 


Private, lst Class, Robert C, Jones and 
Private Fred S. Pretzer, cf the 4th Air 
Base Squadron, March Field, Calif., went 
driving to Riverside on April llth, last, 
and when they passed along Victoria Ave. 
about 5:45 p,m., they saw a burning wreck 
with flames licking agp ony 6 about a 
human figure lying next to it. They im- 
mecsaseny decided they might be of assis- 

ance. 

It appears that Sergeant Dan Davis, of 
the Riverside Police Department, who was 
driving a car, had crashed into a palm 
tree and was knocked unconscious through 
the impact. A Miss Margaret Paden, who 
happened to be in the vicinity, had suc- 


ceeded in dragging the unconscious 


policeman from the car. The two soldiers 
helped to carry him across the street to 
safety just as the gasoline tank of the 
burning car expleded. They thought very 
little of their assistance at the time, 
but the officials of Riverside felt that 
their timely help and thoughtfulness was 
worthy of commendation, as attested by 
the following letters: 

"Please accept the thanks of the Gov- 
erning Body of Riverside, and the admi- 
ration of its people, for your prompt 
and effective work in assisting Miss 
Margaret Paden with rescuing Police 
Sergeant Dean Davis, after she had © 
dragged him from his burning automobile 
-hast Sunday afternoon, 

Your prompt first aid no doubt has 
materially contributed to Sergeant 
Davis' fair condition and hope for re- 
covery in the hospital. ; 

Not only the thanks of Sergeant 
Davis, but also those of his brother 
officers go to you for your prompt and 
willing action, 

Sincerely, 
W.C,. Evans, Mayor." 

"Please accept our sincere thanks for 
the aid rendered to our brother officer 
Sgt. Dan Davis when he critically in- 
jured himself in an accident on Victoria 

venue, Sunday, April llth. 

Your timely arrival, your valuable 
assistance in removing him to safet 
and the first aid you gave him resulted 
in saving his life, for otherwise he 
would have burned to déath. 

Words are a poor medium at a time 
such as this, but the members of the 
Riverside Police tage through me, 
wish to express their sincere apprecia- 
tion fcr a noble deed, promptly and ef- 
ficiently + pg Members of the 
Riverside Police Department, by 


Nestor N, Brule, Chief-of-Police." 
We, members of the Army Air Corps, con- 
gratulate these two sincere young sol- 
diers and hope that their action will set 
@ shining example to all of us. 
V-7353, A.C. 





















Major General Oscar Westover 
and Captain Luther S. Smith re- 
turned from the West Coast man- 
euvers on May 20th; Colonel 
H.H.C. Richards on May 2lst, andj’ 


on May 25th. 

Lieut. Colonel William E. 
Lynd left May 27th on a naviga- 
tion flight to the West Coast. 

Colonel Wm C. McChord re- 
turned May 27th from a naviga- 
tion flight to March Field for 
the ose of observ the 
GHQ ie feawe Fb sth Later 
he visited Tacoma and Seattle 
in order to observe air activi- 
ties in the Northwest. 

Colonel Rush B. Lincoln return- 
ed May 28th from Laekehurst,N.J., 
where he served on a board to 
investigate the cause of the 
Hindenburg airship disaster. 

Captains Harrison G. Crocker, of Maxwell 
Field, and Ray H. Clark, of Chanute Field, re- 
turned to their respective stations on May 15th, 
following temporary duty in the Chief's Office. 

Major Hugh A. Bivins and tain Clarence S. 
Irvine returned to Wright Field on May 16th, 
after temporary duty in the OCAC. 

Captain Evers Abbey returned May 16th from a 
navigation flight to Wright Field and Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Lieut. Colonel Howard C. Davidson returned 
May 20th from a meeting of an evaluation board 
at Wright Field. 

Recent visitors to the Chief's Office were 
Colonel Henry 3. Clagett, from Selfridge Field; 
Colonel Jacob H. Rudolph from Maxwell Field; 
Major Ray A. Dunn, from Maxwell Field; Major 
Theodore J. Koenig from Mitchel Field; Lieut. 
Colonel William 3. i/right, from Fort Hayes, 
Ohio; lst Lieut. Frederick R. Dent, Jr., and 
c.S. Draper, students at the M.I.T., Boston, 

Se 

Major Clarence P. Kane, until recently on 
duty at the Hawaiian Air Depot, reported May 
22nd for temporary duty in the Supply Division 
before entering upon his duty as a student in 
the next course at the A Industrial College. 

Major Alvan C. Kincaid left May 22nd for 
Charleston, S.C. 

Colonel Chalmers G. Hall returned May 27th 
from a conference at Wright Field. 

Major Morton H. McKinnon left May 27th on a 
navigation flight to Dallas, Texas. 
¥ hart fen ee Austin returned to 

r eld, erth, after temporary dut 
gee hey ee Office. cage lpm 
n Stewart W. Towle returned 26th 
from Wright Field. ps 

Major William B. Souza returned gend from 
@ navigation flight to Mitchel Field, and Capt. 
James B. Jordan returned the previous day from 
Langley Field. 

Major Edward V. Harbeck, Jr., returned from 
a Ae | oF on May 18th. 

n James W,. left 22nd on a 
technical sabpeosion® iris. a 


Gig 
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Brigadier General Henry C. Pratt, accompan- 
ied by lst Lieut. Dwight B. Schannep, were in 
the OCAC on May 12th for conferende. 

Major James T. Hutchison returned May 12th 
to Langley Field after temporary duty in the 
OCAC. 

Lieut. Colonel Robert L. Walsh left May 
15th for the Air Corps Training Center, 
Randolph Field. 

Major Austin W. Martenstein returned to 
Maxwell Field May 25th, following temporary 
duty in the OCAC. 

First Lieut. John R. Sutherland, of Langley 
Field, was a visitor while enroute to his new 
station in the appre: Department. 


18TH RECON. SQUADRON IN MANEUVERS 


The 18th Reconnaissance Squadron, Mitchel 
Field, N.Y., was attached to the 9th Bombard- 
ment Group during the Second Wing Concentra- 
tion, which was based at Phillips Field, 
Aberdeen, Md., where it served as "eyes'' for 

Upon receipt of information of 


e Group. 
pS kina, enemy men-of-war, the 18th flew 


to the last reported position and kept the 
enemy in surveillance until the Group arrived. 
Splendid weather prevailed throughout most of 
the period, and much was accomplished. 


~-=Q00--= 


LONG FORMATION FLIGHT BY 99TH BOMB. SQUADRON 


At sundown one evening in March, the renown- 
ed Flight "A"! of the 99th Bombardment Squadron, 
Mitchel Field, N.Y., commanded by lst Lieut. 
Joe!’ Baylor, took off on their routine train- 
ing flight with their destination Mitchel 
Field, non-stop, via Pittsburgh, Columbus, War 
(W.Va. ) Bluefield, Clifton Forge, Washington 
and Philadelphia. arting from Mitchel 
Field at 6:30 p.m, the flight again reached 
Mitchel Field at 3:30 a.m, the following morn- 
ing after nine hours of night formation cover~- 
ing approximately 1200 miles. 

Upon landing, the ships still contained 
enough fuel to carry them an additional 350 
miles. The radio operators maintained contact 
with Mitchel Field throughout the flight and 
sent position reports to the Group radio sta- 
tion at 30-minute intervals. None of the mem 
bers of any crew was relieved from his duties 
during the entire nine hours. The navigation 
was faultless, and Lieut. Baylor estimated his 
time of arrival over each check-point with the 


minute, 
---000--- 


Photo ing of Solar Eclipse 
Continued from Page 15). 
the moon's disk be only .20 inch in diamater, 


using the longest focal length lens that we 
can utilize in an airplane. 


Major Wendell B. McCoy, at present on duty 
as Instructor, Air Corps, Tennessee National 





Guard, is under orders to proceed about Septem 
ber lst, next, for duty at Brooks Field, Texas. 
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REMAINS OF NORMAN PRINCE GO 


A local newspaper carried a brief announce- 
ment to the effect that the body of Norman 
Prince, Yorld War aviator, will be placed in 
the Washington Cathedral on Tuesday, June l, 
1937; that the remains of one of the founders 
of the famous Lafayette Escadrille were trans- 

orted to this country from France on a French 

iner. 

Norman Prince, a native cf Pride's Crossing, 
Mass., just north of Salem, was born on August 
31, 1887. He was a graduate of Harvard Univer- 
sity and took up the legal profession. His 
aviation career is described in the Book 'The 
Lafayette Flying Corps,'' as follows: 

‘Before the War, Norman Prince had spent many 
pleasant hunting-seasons at Pau, where he had 
made friends among the French and learned to 
speak the language fluently. When the war 
broke out in 1914 it was natural that his 
thoughts should turn to France, the country he 
hed grown to love and admire almost as his ow. 
He might have gone overseas as an ambulance 
driver or to enlist in the infantry, but - like 
many other horsemen and polo-players =~ he had 
become interested in flying, and it occurred to 
him that if he became a pilot before offering 
his services to France, he might be received as 
a member of the Flying Corps - a possibility 
which appealed to all his instincts as a sports- 
men. November found him, in company with 
Frazier Curtis, at the Burgess school at Marble- 
head, Massachusetts, Pres to pilot hydro- 
ore ae and it was here that he conceived 
the idea of organizing a squadron of American 
volunteer airmen to serve with the French. 


Curtis, also a sportsman and a sincere believer [ 


in the Allied cause, gave the project his en- 





TO LAST RESTING PLACE 


On 
ac: 'The 
squadron with which I em at present is en 
repos. I dislike to stay in such a situation 
at would prefer to be a member of a unit more 
active than the Escadrille of Avions-Canons, 


temperament of a genuine pilote de chasse. 


October 30, 1915, he wrote M. de Si 





which works rarely except during attacks." 

In December, 1915, Prince was given leave, 
with Cowdin and Thaw, to spend three weeks in 
the United States ~ a,visit which aroused a 
vast amount of public interest. All three 
were sons of families well known at home, and 
there was a wide appeal in the thought of these 
young men in French uniform, all of whom had 
seen action on the Western Front and who were 
members of a branch of the service which still 
attracted a certain romentic interest. The 
newspapers gave entire columns to the subject, 
and when Germany protested that the visiting 
pilots should be interned, the question was dis- 
cussed from one end of the country to the 
other. 

On his return to France, Prince was sent to 
the R.G.A., at Le Bourget, for perfectionment 
on Nieuport, and on April 20, 1916, he reached 
the Front again - this time as a fighting pilot 
of the newly formed Escadrille Americaine, the 
realization of his old dream. His career with 
the Squadron - as brilliant as it was brief - 
has been described so fully in a score of maga- 
zine articles and books that nothing remains to 











be said. Like Rockwell and , he was a 
pilot of the first order, a real combatant, who 
would have gone far had he been spared. The 


Croix de Guerre, the Medaille Militaire, and 
'fonneur (awarded him as he lay dying 


efion a 
oF bis wounds) are evidence of the esteem in 











couragement from the first, although he confess- 
ed that before agreeing to offer his services 
to France, where he felt that ignorance of the 
language might prove a serious handicap, he 
planned to attempt enlistment in the British 
“7 Naval Air Service. 

Jamary 20, 1915, Prince sailed for France 
on the Rochambeau, ami on March 4 he signed his 
enlistment papers and was sent to be trained at 
Pau. During the five weeks that elapsed betwen 
his arrival in Paris and his enlistment, he 
worked day end night to interest the French in 
his project. He obtained the active coopera- 
tion of the de Lesseps brothers; he arranged 
for introductions and interviews through the 
kind offices of Mr. Robert Chanler; he laid his 

lans before Mr. Robert Bliss, who introduced 

rince to M. de Sillac. His enthusiasm and 
energy were irresistible; before his departure ‘ 
for Pau he had fairly launched the movement 
which resulted in the formation of the 
Escadrille Americaine. 

rince was not a man to linger in the schools. 

On May 1 he was breveted and was soon at the 
Front, piloting a Voisin with the Escadrille 
V.B. 108, where his exploits and adventures are 
too well known to need description. In the 
autwm he was transferred to the Squadron V.B. 
113 equipped with Voisin-Cannon planes - an in- 
novation of which great things were expected. 
But the life of comparative inactivity irritat- 
ed Prince, who had the restless and aggressive 


which his French chiefs held him. He made his 
last sortie on October 12, 1916, the day of the 
| great raid on the Mauser Works at Obendorf. Luf- 
bery, de Laage, Masson, and Prince had accompa- 
nied the bombers as far as their fuel capacity 
pore emt and returned to a friendly aerodrome 
o fill their tanks, taking the air once more 
to protect the returning raiders. Darkness wes 
drewing on; the bombers were straggling home, 
harried by determined and aggressive Fokkers, 
Prince shot down one of the enemy, and when the 
last of the Allied machines had crossed the 
lines and it was nearly dark, he made for the 
field at Corcieux, in the Vosges. Jet his 
friend McConnell tell the rest of the story? 
‘He spiraled down through the night air and 
skimmed rapidly over the trees bordering the 
field. In the dark he did not see a high- 
tension electric cable that was stretched just 
above the tree-tops. The landing gear of his 
aeroplane struck it. The machine snapped for- 
ward on its nose. It turned over and over. 
belt holding Prince broke and he was thrown far 
from the wrecked plane. Both of his legs were’ 
broken and he naturally suffered internal inju-- 
ries. In spite of the terrific shock and ‘his 
intense se Prince did not lose consciousness, 
He even kept his presence of mind and gave or- 


ders to the men who had run to pick him up. 
Hearing the hum of a motor and realizing that a 
machine was in the air, Prince told them to 
light gasoline fires on the field. "You don't 
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want another fellow to come down and break him-, struction, to proceed to duty as instructors 


self up the way I've done,'' he said. Lufbery 
went with him to the hospital in Gerardmer. As 
the ambulance rolled along Prince sang to keep 
up his spirits. He spoke of getting well soon 
and returning to service. It was like Norman. 
He was always energetic about his flying... No 
one thought that Prince was mortally injured, 
but the next day he went into a com. Captain 
Happe....accompanied by our officers, hastened 
to Gerardmer. Lying unconscious on his bed, 
Prince was named a second lieutenan’ and deco- 
rated with the Legion of Honor....He died on 
the 15th of October...was brought back to 
Luxeuil and given a funeral similar to 
Rockwell's. It was hard to realize that poor 
old Norman was gone.... He never let his own 
spirits drop and wes alweys on hand with en- 
couragement for others. I do not think Prince 
minded going. He wanted to do his part before 
being killed and he had more than done it. Day 
after day he had freed the lines of Germans, 
making it impossible for them to do their work, 
and three of them he had shot to earth. ''' 
~--000--- 


ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES OF A.C.TECHNICAL SCHOOL 


The following-named Air Corps officers, upon 
the completion of their present course of in- 
struction at the Air Corps Technical School, 
Chamite Field, Rantoul, Ill., are assigned to 
stations, as follows: 


To Air Corps Training Center, Randolph Field: 
Ist Lieuts. Berkeley E. Nelson, Welter E. 
Todd, Morley F. Slaght. 

To Langley Field, Va.: 

Ist Lieuts. Carl W. Carlmark, Lester L.Kunish 
Nicholas ©. Powel, James S. Sutton, Howard 
Moore, 2nd Lieut. William H. Wise. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 

Ist Lieut. Richard T. King, Jr., 2nd Lieut. 
Francis L. Rivard. 

To Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: 
ist Lieut. John J. Hutchison, 2nd Lieut. Ray 
W. Clifton, for duty with Air Corps Detach- 
ment. 

To Fort Riley, Kansas: 
ist Lieut. Clarence T. Mower for duty with 
the Air Corps. 

To Scott Field, I1ll.: 
ond Lieut. Chester W. Cecil, Jr. 

To March Field, Calif.: 
lst Lieuts. Richard A. Grussendorf, Archibald 

J. Hamma, Henry K. Mooney. 

To Fort Lewis, Wash. : 
ist Lieut. David H. Kennedy, for duty with 
the Air Corns. 

To Hamilton Field, Calif.: 

Ist Lieut. Hansford W. Pennington. 

To Chanute Field, Ill.: 

Captain Narcisse L. Cote, lst Lieuts. Norman 
H. Ives, William P. Sloan. 
---900--- 


NEW INSTRUCTORS FOR NATIONAL GUARD AIR CORPS 





























Four Air Corps officers, now on duty as stu- 
dents at the Air Corps Tactical School, Maxwell 
Field, Ala., are under orders, effective upon 
the completion of their present course of in- 
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| Department. 


with National Guard aviation wits, as follows: 

Major George P. Tourtellot (Captain) to 
Detroit, Mich., 33rd Division Aviation, Mich. 
National Guard. 

Major Bernard T. Castor (Captain) to Chicago, 
Ill. , with 33rd Division Aviation, Illinois 
National Guard. 

Captain Clinton W. Davies to Newark, N.Jd., 
with 44th Division Aviation, New Jersey Nation- 
al Guard. 

Captain John H. Dulligan (from Command and 
General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kans.) 
to Indianapolis, Ind., with 38th Division Avia- 
tion, Indiana National Guard. 

~--000--- 





| 
| WING REVIEW FOR MAJOR GENERAL STONE 


A mumber of planes from Albrook and France 
Fields flew a review on April 20th in honor of 
Major General David L. Stone, new commander of 
the Panama Canal Department. 

The 19th Composite Wing, led by General 
George H. Brett, passed the reviewing stand at 
9:40 a.m, following General Brett and his two 
wing men came B-6, 0-19, P-12 and 3-10 type 
planes. Three pass-bys were made, and even 
though the air was rough, as it alweys is in 
Panama, the formations flown were excellent. 
The difficulty of properly spacing ships of 
four different speeds was ironed out by several 
practice reviews, and the spacing was coordin- 
ated perfectly during the review. 

General Stone, having only recently arrived 
in Panama, was greatly impressed upon witness- 
ing his first Wing Review in the Panama Canal 
After all ships had landed, he 
called all the officers and men participating 
| in the Review and gave a short talk in which he 
commended them on the highly efficient manner 
in which the Review wes handled, commenting on 
| the absence of excessive commands, the fine 
team work of the entire personnel of the Wing 
and the fine morale displayed. 

Late in the afternoon a reception was held in 
honor of General Stone. The 74th Squadron han- 

was decorated for the occasion, draped with 
flags of all nations, potted palms surrounding 
the dance floor, and a B=10 flanked by two 
P-12's on display, thus giving it a festive ap- 
pearance, indeed. All officers from France and 
Albrook Fields were present and endeavored to 
entertain the many guests, in which they suc- 
ceeded nobly. A light shower just before the 
reception made it delightfully cool for danc- 
ing, which everyone enjoyed to the strains of 
very excellent music. 

The reception completed an enjoyable day at 
Albrook Field, and all Air Corps personnel in 
Panama hope to have the pleasure of repeating 
the occasion with similar pleasant results. 

~-—O00-~— 


Having completed his tour of duty at Indian- 
apolis, Ind., as Instructor, Air Corps, Indiana 
National Guard, Major Guy H. Gale (Captain) ,Air 
Corps, under special orders of the War Depart- 
ment recently issued, is to proceed to Fort 
— Washington, for duty with the Air 

rps. 
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GARDENING POPULAR AT LANGLEY FIELD 


By Mrs. Walter Bender 


Garden Club was organized at Langley 
Field, Ve., on March 30, 1937, ata 





lowing the appointment of a committee 
: consisting of Mesdames Andrews, Brant, 

V3 Weaver, Maxwell, Bender, Glen, McLennan 
and Hale, officers of the Club were elected, as 
follows: Mrs. Walter Lloyd Bender, Chairman; 
Mrs. Maxwell, Secretary; Mrs. Hale, Program 
Chairman; Mrs. Glern,Corresponding Secretary, 
and Mrs. McLennan, Treasurer. 

The Crepe Myrtle was decided upon as the post 
flower, and it was agreed to use them as the 
principal decorative shrub for the post boule- 
vards. 

The Motto: 

'We pass this way but once 
Let us beautify the path as we go 
So that the world may see which way we 
went. '' 

Following the publication of a bulletin in 
April, containing garden hints and club news, 
immediate results were noted. Colonel Calvert 
filled all reauests for black tcp soil. Gardens 
of all descriptions took form. 

The post gardener reported that many calls 
were made for plants,and the supply of rocks 
and broken cement (which heretofore were un- 
sightly piles) were used to make rock gardens 
and ret walls to hold the soil in place. 

Colonel Calvert, Q.M.C., was able to obtain 
200 very fine large Crepe Myrtle bushes. These 
are umusually beautiful ones, end they are all 
putting fo a vigorous growth. They have 
served to eliminate some of the barren spots at 
the post and to add much interest to Dodd Boule- 
vard, where they are planted from Headquarters 
to the circle entering the post. 


Mrs. McCormick. 


| 


meeting held in the Officers' Club. Fol-| preservation of cut flowers, which was very 





| 


| 


! and Mrs. Walter Reed Weaver. 


On Wednesday the lesson was on the care and 


interesting and helpful. There were a good 
many exhibits, and these were judged by the 
ladies of the class. The awards were as fol- 
lows: 

Flowers in the Jap manner: Mrs. McLennan, 
Mrs. Lewis. 

Pair Class: Mrs. Maxwell, Mrs, Bender. 

Wild Flowers: Mrs. Bender, Mrs. Hutchison. 

Table Arrangement: Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs. Hale, 
Mrs. Hutchison. 

Miniatures: Mrs. Bender, Mrs. McCormick. 

Bottles: Mrs. Andrews. 

Vases: Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. Kilpatrick. 

On Thursday morning, twelve of the students 
were given written examinations. Diplomas 
were scheduled to be awarded the graduates at 
the meeting on Friday, May 28th. 

The school was concluded with a trip to Fort 
Boykin, where the was the guest of Col. 
Fort Boykin is 
| a garden of great beauty. The trees and 
| shrubs are of such blooming varieties that 
| each season a different color scheme is ob- 
| serv i. In early spring the reds and pinks, 
| then the yellows, the whites, the lavenders, 
etc. It was a great pleasure to be included 
in this party. 

The flower school was a financial success. 
Each student paid 50c, and enough attended to 
cover all expenses. The course was most val~ 
uable and much enjoyed by all who attended. 

The Garden Club was invited by the Hampton 
Roads Garden Club to teke part in the flower 
show held by them May 12th and 13th. This in- 
vitation was accepted, and arrangements were 





It is planned to complete the circle and con- | made by Mrs. Giles, Mrs. Carey, Mrs. Hale and 


tinue the bushes to the gate, and then to com 
plete another boulevard next Spring if funds 
are available. 

_ During the first week in May, a Flower School 
was conducted by Mrs. H.C. Weller, of Norfolk, 
President of the Federation of Norfolk Garden 
Clubs. The school was held each morning, from 
10 until 12 o'clock, and much interest was 


shown. This school was attended by about fifty 
women. Mrs. Weller was an interesting instruc- 
tor. 


The first day's lesson was in flower arrange- 
ment, and ribbons were awarded fcr the most at- 
tractive and artistically arranged pieces. On 
the second day, arrangements were brought 
in by the ladies, and a small flower show was 
held. The lesson was in arrangements, and judg- 
ing ribbons were ewarded, as follows: 

able Arrangement: Mrs. Andrews. 

Small pitchers: Mrs, Gibbs, Mrs. Carey. 

Pair of Vases: Mrs. Calvert. 

Miniatures, 3 inches: Mrs. Prindle, Mrs. 
Maxwell. 

Miniatures, 5 inches! Mrs. Gilkeson, Mrs. 
McCormick. 

Bubble Bowl: Vrs. Weaver. 

Large Arrangement: Mrs. Stoner, Mrs. Odom 

Medium Arrangement: Mrs. Hale, Mrs. Glenn. 

Wild Flowers in the Jap manner: Mrs. McLennan, 
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|Mrs, Glenn. 

Mrs. Giles captured a second prize with her 
beautiful blue jug filled with California 
mee 

The gardens along the water front are very 
attractive. General and Mrs. Andrews, and 
Colonel and Mrs. Weaver have greatly improved 
their's. 

Many interesting and attractive gardens are 
to be noted. Major and Mrs. Otto Trunk have 
a very lovely lily pool. Major Trunk also has 
a very attractive vegetable garden. Green lat- 
tice ee demonstrate that a vegetable gar- 
den can be a thing of real beauty. 

Major and Mrs. C.V. Haynes have made a beauti- 
ful border about two feet wide the full length 
of their yard. They have edged it with box 
wood and filled it with old fashioned flowers. 
White garden chairs complete the effect. 

Over Colonel and Mrs. Jay Calvert's doorway 
grows a red, red rose. It has taken much coax- 
ing end love to make a climbing rose do just 
that, but it is a thing of beauty and is just 
what these porches need to make them attrac- 
tive. His other flowers are well arranged. 


Major and Mrs. Glen C. Salisbury have a new 
moon in their yard, but it is of rock and un- 
der a weeping willow tree. The borders about 
the quarters of Majors Trunk and Salisbury 
V-7353, A.C. 











have been widened and are colorful with bright 
flowers and roses. 

Major and Irs. Vincent Meloy have a long row 
of healthy looking Zinnias that will be a joy 
this fall. Major and Mrs. Frank Brooke have a 
beautiful pink rose climbing up the side of 
their sun porch windows. Their flowers are 
very lovely. They also have the best indoor 
garden. 

A white rose that climbs over the doorway of 
Lieut. and lfrs. Lee has been remarked upon by 
many passers-by. Lieut. and Mrs. Stuart 
McLennan have an old fashioned flower garden. 
It is really an unusual one. Captain and Mrs. 
Kenneth Gould have a wide border and a new 
rock garden. We see them working there and en- 
joying it so much that we are anxious ‘». see 
just what will happen. 

Mrs. Wittkop has a beautiful and well planned 
garden. She spends a lot of time init. Major 
and Mrs. Hickey have a pretty garden this year. 
They have vegetables also. tain Twitchell 
has radishes ready for his table and his beans 
are in bloom. Lieut. and Mrs. Dudley Hale have 
landscaped their entire lawn, setting out at- 
tractive shrubs, bulbs and many perennials. 
These are beautifully arranged and add greatly 
to the appearance of this corner. 

Major and Mrs. Melvin Asp and Captain and 
Mrs. Ned Schramm heve combined their project to 
make a symmetrical and pleasing effect. This 
is an ideal arrangement for double quarters. 

Lieut. Colonel and Mrs. Walter Bender expect 
to have onions with a carnation flavor. She 
grows vegetables between each row of flowers. © 
And here is the answer to the question of how 
long does it take to have a beautiful garden - 
come and see. It was all started and planted 
this spring when we started the garden club. 

All of the gardens have been visited, and 
many of the items are not new improvements. 
Lack of space prohibits a more detailed per- 
sonal list, but many others of especial beauty 
and interest have been aoted, adding much 
beauty and charm to the post. 

~--000--- 


KELLY SHIP WINS MODEL PLANE TEST 


On Sunday, May 9th, the San Antonio unit of 
the International Gas Medels Association of 
America held a practice meet at Kelly Field in 

reparation for a State Meet at this post:on 

une 6th. Six model airplanes were entered. 
The official winner of the contest was the 
"Kelly Flyer,"' handled by Private William 
Hewgley, 12th Air Base Squadron. A mumber of 
officers at Kelly Field contributed to the ex-~- 
pense of procuring = model. 

we Oo7--—-— 


NEW POLO FIELD AT RANDOLPH 


The new polo field at Randolph Field, Texas, 
was officially opened on May 19th with a gama 
between the San Antonio Polo Club and the Air 
Corps Polo team. The San Antonio Club won by 
a score of 6 to 1. The Air Corps team is com 

osed of Lieut. Colonel Thomas W. Hastey, 1st 





PICKINGS FROM MATERIEL DIVISION, WRIGHT FIELD 


Your Power Plant Corresvondent, without 
lengthy discussion, and with all due respect 
to Mr. Winchell and his colum, not to mention 
spring fever, will ask you: Did you know that - 

The R-2600 (Wright) has just passed a very 
commendable type test at 1500 horsepower take- 
off rating. 

About four out of five Unsatisfactory Reports 
received reconmend that the broken part be made 
of heavier and stronger material. 

Ice may form in the throat of your carburetor 
on a very warm day if the humidity is high. 

Lieut. G.F. Smith, the new boss of our Engine 
Installation Unit, is the father of a bouncing 
baby girl - a blonde. 

Lieut. J.W. Sessums, the new understudy of 
"B4ll'' Irvine, is the father of a bouncing 
baby girl - a brunette. 

An honest effort is being made to soundproof 
the torque stand. 

689 Inspection and Evaluation Boards have 
kept us head over heels in work during the past 
few months. 

The V-1710 (Allison) has passed the type test 
and has some 100 hours’ flying time in the 
A-11A. 

Our new electric blower fans are almost ir- 
stalled, and the engineers can hardly wait un- 
til they hear the roar of the big windjamers. 

Captain F.D. Klein, after an extended tour 
of duty as Officer in Charge of the Fuels and 
Lubricants Laboratory, is about to foresake 
his octane numbers for a pineapple uke. 

When you leave the ground on a hot summer 
day of 100 in the shade your gasoline is boil- 
ing by the time you have reached 15,000 feet. 

It would be a big help in solving problems 
presented in Unsatisfactory Reports if more 
clues to the failure were presented. In other 
words, did it happen at wide open throttle, 
nose down; after hours of running with a lean 
mixture; on a youngster's first trip to his 
home town; did a truck back into it, or dida 
recruit drop it on the Hangar floor? 

The R-680-7 (Lycoming) recently passed the 
type test. 

So far it looks like k plugs and flex~ 
ible drive shafts are a horse on the house, 
but we have hopes; be patient. 


RESERVE LIEUTENANT WRITES A 300K 


Second Lieut. Bierne Lay, Jr., Air Reserve, 
now on extended active duty at Langley Field, 
Va., has written a book, entitled 'I Wanted 
Wings,'' which has been acclaimed by critics as 
one of the most fascinating books ever written 
about flying. 'This is not a book for fliers"' 
says Lieut. Lay in his preface. Nevertheless, 
plenty of fliers will sit on the edge of their 
chair and hold their breath while reading parts - 
of it. In fact, despite Lay's statement, the 
book may be appreciated more by aviators than 
sivilians. No better exposition of the inner 
thouzts of young Army aviators has ever been 
written, according to other aviators who have 


ieuts. A. W. Kissner, J. K. Brown and Cecil read it. Lieut. Lay's power of description 
Combs. and pathos puts him way out in front as a 
writer. 
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Sergeant CoVern Price, a veteran of the 
Spanish-American War and of many engagements in 
the Philippines, retired from active service at 
Maxwell Field, Alee, on April 30th, after having 
served almost 35 years in the U.S. Army. | 

Sergeant Price served his first enlistment, 
from April 24, 1898, until May 24, 1899, in the 
Infantry, and from 1899 until his retirement,his 
Army service was in the Medical Department 
throughout. 

Over the period of some 39 years since his 
first entry into the Army, which was at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, where the old Sergeant returned to 
enlist five different times during his service, 
he covered the entire United States and most of 
its pessessions. He served four months in 
Cuba in 1899; was mustered out of the service at 
Savannah, Ga.; reenlisted in the Medical Depart- 
ment; served in the Philippines until December, 
1902; returned to the Islands for another tour 
of duty; served at Fort McDowell, Calif., during 
the San Francisco earthquake in 1906; reenlisted 
July 28, 1907, and served successively at Fort 
Jay, N.Y., Fort Warren, Mass. New York City, 
Fort Williams, Fort Levett and Fort McKinley, 
Maine, and ae his discharge from the Amy on 
July 27, 1910, returned to civil life ani re- 
sided in Florida. 

Reenlisting in the Army during the World War, | 
on December 8, 1917, at Orlando, Fla., he serv- 
ed as Drill Sergeant at the Officers Training 
Camp at Camp Greenleaf, Ga., until June, 1918, 
and then accompanied Base Hospital #77 to France. 
When he landed at Liverpool he recalls shaking | 
hands with King George. 

Returning from overseas with the 29th Division,' 
which was demobilized at Camp Merritt, N.J., May | 
23, 1919, he reenlisted the following day and | 
returned to France, where he remained wntil | 
December, landing again in New York on Christmes | 
Day. Assigned to Plattsburg Barracks, N.Y., he 
remained there until discharged on May 25, 1922. 
For the next ten years, Sergeant Price served 
successively at Fort Moultrie, S.C.; New Orleans, 
La.; Camp McClellan, Ala.; Fort McPherson, Ga.; 
Fort Wadsworth, N.Y., and arrived at Mexwell 
Field in December, 1932, where he was stationed 
~ntil the date of his retirement. 

Sergeant Price, reaching 64 years of age upcn 
his retirement, looks back upon his many years 
of Army service with fond memories. He stated 
that the recruiting slogan 'YJoin the Army and 
see the World'' has certainly been true in his 
case, and that he has never regretted a single 
incident in his long Army career. Upon his de- 
parture from his long active service, his fellow 
soldiers in the Medical Detachment at Maxwell 
Field presented their oldest soldier comrade 
with a fitted traveling case along with their 
best wishes for his future success. 

Master Sergeant William R. Church, stationed 
at Kelly Field, Texas, was retired from active 
service in the Army on May 3lst. Sergeant 
Church first entered the service on October 26, 
1905, and was assigned to the 93rd Company , 

Coast Artillery Corps, at Fort Stevens Oregon. 
He has served with the Infantry and the Air 
Corps since that date. He has been on duty at 
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Kelly Field for the last four years, serving 
variously in the 4lst, 42nd, and 62nd Squad- 
tons. He has ten honorable discharges which 
bear the notation: "Character: Excellent."' 

Sergeant Church expects to make his home in 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Warrant Officer Frank Bahel retired from 
active service on April 30, 1937, being at | 
that time stationed at the Middletown Air Depot, 
Middletown, Pa. He was born in Chester Co., 


| Pa., June 15, 1876, and enlisted in the Amy 
| on November 9, 1895. 


He served as a commis- 
sioned officer in the Air Corps during the 
Werld War, being appointed “eo Lieutenant on 
August 28, 1917, and promoted to Captain on 
February 19, 1918. Following his honorable 
discharge as a commissioned officer and his ap- 
pointment as a Warrant Officer, Bahel served 
with the Air Corps at Lee Hall, Va.; Langley 
Field, Va.; Aberdeen, Md.; Burgess Field, 
Uniontown, Pa.; and Middletown Air Depot. He 
was specially qualified in property and finance 
matters, and his efficiency reports showed 
that he performed his duties in a highly satis- 
factory manner. ry 
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WRIGHT FIELD COMMENDED FOR FLOOD RELIEF WORK 


The following appreciation comes in a letter 
to Wright Field from Dr. A.T. McCormick, of 
the State Department of Health, Kentucky: 

"In this connection, permit me to say again 
to you what I have already said to the Chief of 
Staff in Washington in appreciation of the ser- 
vice you rendered not only to this Department 
but to the people of the whole Commonwealth of 
Kentucky during the flood. I tremble to think 
of what might have happened had it not been for 
the Army Air Service. Without their really 
heroic work our inoculation of the potentially 
infected refugees would have been impossible, 
and I am grateful to everybody in the Air 
Corps." 

"Tt is a privilege to be of service in times 
of such emergency and an equal privilege to 
learn that service given proved of real value 
to its recipients,"' says i. Wright Field 
Correspondent. 
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According to a recent press release from the 
Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department, a Cadet 
of Scouting One, while cross-country in the 
"Link Trat ner." suddenly decided he was flying 
through bad weather. The plane rocked and 
rolled so much that the pilot had difficulty 
in maintaining his course. Coming out from un-. 
der the hood to ascertain whether or not the 
machinery was at fault, the startling fact that 
an earthquake was in full swing was told him by 
an agitated operator, and it wasn't included in 
the regular weather broadcast, either. 

ee Qbinnes 

Major Alonzo M. Drake (Captain) Air Corps, is 
under orders for duty at Detroit, Mich., as Pro- 
curement Planning Representative, upon comple- 
tion of his course of instruction at the Amy 
Industrial College. 
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WAR DEPAMILENT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 


To Buffalo, N.Y.: Major Edmund C. Langmead,upon 
comletion of present course of instruction at 
Army Industrial College, for duty as Procurement 
Planning Representative for the Air Corps. 

To Bolling Field, D.C.: lst Lieut. Floyd B. 
Wood, upon completion of present course of in- 
struction at the lassachusetts Instirute of Tech- 
nology, Cambridge, Mass. 

To Edgewood Arsenal, Md.: Captain James F. 
Phillips from Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md. 


To Fort Riley, Kansas: Captain Jack Greer 
from Langley Field, Va. 

To Hawaiian Depertment: 1st Lieut. Harry E. 
"ilson, uvon completion of his present course of 
instruction at Air Corps Tactical School ,Maxwell 
Field, Ala. Previous orders revoked. 

To Fairfield Air Depot, Patterson Field, Ohio: 

Captain Raymond E. Culbertson. Previous or- 
ders in his case amended. 

To Inglewood, Calif.: Captain John S. Griffith 
ioe March Field, and Major Kenneth B. Wolfe 

Captain) upon completion of present course of 
instruction at Coumand and General Staff School, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for duty as Air Corps 
Representative at the plant of the Northrop Cor- 
poration. 

To Langley Field, Va.: Major Russell L.Maughan 
(Captain) upon completion of present course of 
instruction at Army Industrial College; lst Lt. 
Hollingsworth Gregory, from Fort Sill, Okla. ,for 
duty with the 3rd Observation Squadron. 

To Mitchel Fieclc, N.Y¥.: Major Phillips Melville 
from the Hawallan “cvartment. 

To Duncan Field, Texas: lst Lieut. Thomas B. 
McDonald, upon compledion of present course of 
instruction at Air Corps Engineering School, 
Wright Field, for duty at San Antonio Aix Depot. ; 

To San Antonio, Texas: Captain Nathan F. 
Twining, upon completion of present course of 
instruction at Command and General Staff Schcol, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for duty as Technical 
7. San Antonio Air Depot Control Area. 

o Newport, R.I.: Major Max F. Schneider 

(Captain) from duty as student at the Army In 
dustrial College, Washington, D.C. 

To the Philippines: Captain Alden R. Crawford, 
upon completion of present course of instruction 









































at Command and General Staff School, Fort Leaven+ 


worth, Kansas; lst Lieut. Andrew Meulenberg and 
2nd Lieut. John 0. Neal, upon completion of pre- 
sent course of instruction at Air Corps Tech- 
nical School, Chanute Field, Ill. 

To Sel SridKe Field, Mich.: Lieut. Colonel 
Clinton W. Howard, upon completion of present 
course of instruction at the Army War College; 
Major Joseph H. Davidson, upon completion of 
—— course of instruction at Command and 

neral Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

To Wright Field, Ohio: Major Myron R. Wood 
(Captain) upon completion of present course of 
instruction at the Army Industrial College, for 
duty in the Industrial War Plans Section; lst 
Lieut. Samel 0. Redetzke, upon completion of 
present course of instruction at Air Corps En 





To the Philippines: Captain John P. Kirken- 
dall, upon completion of present course of in- 
struction at Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas. 

To Washington, D.C.: Lieut. Colonel Harrison 
W. Flickinger (Major) upon completion of pre- 
sent course of instruction at Army Industrial 
College, Washington, D.C., for duty as a member 
of the Aeronautical Board, Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps; Major Fussell C. MacDonald, 
from Middletown, Pa., Air Depot, to Walter Reed 
General Hospital for observation and treatment. 

Orders Revoked 

Assignment of Captain Guy Kirksey, from 
Hamilton Field, Calif., to Pamama Cenal Zone. 

Assignment of lst Lieut. Thomas L. Thurlow, 
from Wright Field, to Langley Field, Va. 

Transfer 

lst Lieut. Charles E. Wheatley, Jr., Cavalry, 
to the Air Corps, April 3, 1917, and upon com- 
pletion of present course of instruction at 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 
to proceed to the Hawaiian Department for duty. 

Retirement 

Captain Walter Maller, May 31, 1937, for dis- 
ability incident to the service. 

Extended Active Duty for Reserve Officers 
2nd Lieut. Francis Keene, UJr., to brooks 
Field, Texas, to May 31, 1940. 

2nd Lieut. Maurice Milton Beach, Detroit, 
a » to Rockwell Field, Calif., to June 6, 

1 . 

2nd Lieut. D'Ross Ellis, of Stillwater,Okla., 
to Brooks Field, to May 31, 1940. 

2nd Lieut. Louis Rector Hughes, Jr., of 
Kansas City, Mo., to Marshall Field, Fort 
Riley, Konsas, to April 25, 1940. 

end Lieut. Richard B. Stophlet, of Toledo, 
Ohio, to Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio, to 
April 18, 1940. 

end Lieut. George Marshall Murchison, of 











-Grapeland, Texas, to Barksdale Field, Lae, to 


May 31, 1940. 

end Lieut. Donald Earl Meade, of Hays, Kans., 
to Selfridge Field, Mich., to April 30, 1940. 

end Lieut. J. Will Campbell, of Dalhart,Tex., 
to San Antonio Air Depot to May 31, 1940. 

2nd Lieut. Sven H. Ecklund, of Lincoln,Neb., 
to Rockwell Field, Calif., to April 30, 1940. 

2nd Lieut. James Marshall Treweek, to 
Patterson Field, — May 2, 1940. 

~-—OU0--=— 

Assignment of lst Lieut. Robert Lewis Easton 
from Randolph Field to Bolling Field revoked. 

The following named Air Corps officers are 
under orders to proceed to Pasadena, Calif., 
to take a course of instruction at the Califor- 
nia Institute of Technology, reporting not 
later than June 30, 1937, viz: 

lst Lieuts. Hilbert F. Muenter and Sidney A. 
Ofsthun, from Randolph Field, Texas, and lst 
Lieut. Harold L. Smith and 2nd Lieut. William 
S. Stone from March Field, Calif. 


It is reported that Ranjiolph Field will cele- 


piaccuing School, Wright Field, Ohio; lst Lieut. brate the seventh anniversary of its dedication 


Rudolph Fink, from Selfridge Field, for duty as 





student at Air Corps Engineering School, report- 
ing not later than August lst. 


with a full day's program, including a field 
meet and other features, on June 18th. The 
field was dedicated on June 20, 1930. 
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